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HALF  DIMES 

1844  0   Small  o,  upset  reverse,  XF/AU, 


old  cleaning   $1000 

1846  VF/XF,  small  mark  by  star  4 ... .  775 

1848-  0   Medium  0,  Choice  Unc   550 

1849-  0  AU,  rare   650 

1850-  0   AU+,  Medium  0   285 

1852-0  AU-,  old  cleaning,  rare   620 

1864     Choice  BU,  nice   1500 

1864-  8   AU/UNC   375 

1865-  8   1865/1865,  Choice  UNC   650 

DIMES 

1841-  0    Small  o,  Gem  UNC   $2950 

1842-  0  Medium  0,  slabbed  MS-64, 

Finest  Known   22,500 

1846     VF/XF   525 

1849-0   Small  o,  Gem  UNC   8750 

1859-  S   Choice  UNC,  flat  spot  on  reeding 

below  date   3750 

1866-  S   PCQS  M8-62,  craclted  obverse 

variety,  choice   3750 

1871-S    PCGS  MS-62,  flat  head   900 

1874-  CC  VQ,  light  hidden  marks,  nice  . .  1750 

1885-S   XF,  extremely  rare   2500 

1885-S  AU,  extremely  rare   2850 

QUARTERS 

1842-0  Small  Date,  Var.  1-A,  only 

true  known  UNC   $65,000 

1849-0   Choice  Fine,  Var.  1-A   900 

1852-0  Toned  choice  UNC   12.500 

1860-  S   F/VQ-h,  Var.  1-A   290 

1860-8   Fine   345 

1864-8   G/VQ,  choice,  Var.  1-A   245 

1864-S   VG/F,  choice,  Var.  1-A   350 

1866-S   VG/F,  Var.  1-A   300 

1866-S  VF,  Var.  1-A,  very  rare   600 

1871S  VF-*-,  Var.  1-A,  reverse  rim  tick  .  550 

1871-  S    XF,  Var.  1-A    800 

1872-  CC  VG/G-t-,  Var.  1-A,  choice   400 

1872-CC  VF,  Vat  1-A,  old  cleaning   1250 

1872-8    G/Fr,  Var.  1-A   200 

1872-S  F,  Var.  1-A,  light  roughness  —  775 

1875-  CC  Fine,  Var  1-A,  rare    150 

1875-CC  VF,  Var.  2-B,  dark  gray  toning. . .  225 

1875-CC  Choice  VF/XF,  Var  2-B   325 

1878-S    VQ/AQ.  Var.  1-A   40 


QUARTERS 

1878-S    Choice  F/VF,  Var.  1-A   $180 

1878-S    Nice  XF,  Var.  1-A   350 

1879  VG;g,  Var.  1A    110 

1880  Fine,  Vat  1-A,  reverse  mark  ....  140 

1881  VG/F.  Vat  1-A,  rough   105 

1883  Choice  Fine,  Var  2-B   165 

1884  XF/AU,  Var.  1-A,  toned   375 

1885  VG/F,  Var.  2-A   175 

1885  VF,  Var.  2-A,  old  album  toning  . .  245 

1886  Xf+,  Vat  1-A   575 

1886  ANACS  CACHE  AU-50,  Vat  1-A . .  775 

1886  Choice  BU,  Var.  1-A.  rare   1100 

1887  VG/F.  Vat  1-A   225 

1887      VF.  Vat  1A    300 

1887  XF/AU,  Var.  1-A   415 

1888  Fine,  Var.  1-A   165 

1889  VG,  Vat  1-A  150 

1890  Nice  Fine   100 

1890      AU/UNC,  Var.  2-B   275 

1891-0   VG/F,  Var.  3-C   160 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842-0  Ijrge  Date,  Choice  toned  UNC, 

flat  spot  on  thigh    $5000 

1842-0  Small  Date,  Die  #1,  VF/XF  ....  2250 

1842-0   Small  Date,  Die  #1,  XF   3000 

1842-0  Small  Date,  Die  #2,  VF/XF  ....  2250 

1842-0   Small  Date,  Die  #2,  XF   3150 

1844-0   1844/1844,  VG/F,  choice   1000 

1844-0  1844/1844,  XF,  original  gray. . .  2500 

1844-  0    1844/1844,  XF/AU   3000 

1845-  0  Triple  Date,  ANACS  CACHE 

XF-40    1000 

1846-  0   Tall  Date,  Good    145 

1846-0   Tail  Date,  XF,  choice   850 

1848      PCGS  MS-61,  rare   875 

1852-0  dipped    1500 

1855-0   Over  horizontal  0,  FA/F   160 

1855-0   Over  horizontal  0,  XF/AU  400 

1855-S   VQ,  light  roughness   385 

1855-S   F/VF,  obverse  scratches   525 

1855-S    Nice  Fine,  weak  LIBERTY   650 

1862      PCGS  MS-62    1000 

1872-CC  AU-K+,  dipped    1500 

1881      Good,  weak  obverse  rims   175 

1888      VG/F   235 


1891      Nice  UNC,  cieaned,now  retoned  . .  350 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR   


A  Discussion  About  Mint  State  1873-CC  Halves 


by 

Weimar  W.  White 

The  writer  recently  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  and  photograph  the  three 
prohibitively  rare  mint  state  1873-CC  half  dollar  varieties.  The  1873-CC  no  arrows, 
the  1873-CC  arrows  Small  cc  and  the  1873-CC  arrows  Large  CC  half  dollars  are 
known  by  Breen  numbers  4973,  4979  and  4980  respectively. 

Indeed,  it  was  a  rare  privilege  for  me  to  inspect  these  three  great  rarities  in  a 
relatively  close  time  frame,  f^ost  of  the  famous  half  dollar  collections,  including  the 
Norweb  Cabinet,  have  failed  to  contain  all  three  varieties  in  mint  state.  The  good 
news  is  that  examples  of  each  of  these  three  great  rarities  belong  to  three  separate 
individual  LSCC  members.  It  is  always  refreshing  to  know  that  such  rarities  are  In 
collector  hands  and  not  part  of  the  coin  investor  community.  In  investment  programs, 
individual  specimens  are  frequently  valued  for  what  profit  they  will  bring  rather  than 
for  what  historical  significance  they  might  have  for  the  numismatic  community. 


The  1873-00  No  Arrows  Half  -  Breen  4973 

Here  is  a  coin  that  is  a  half  dollar  collector's  dream.  This  specimen  has  much 
mint  luster  and  is  very  well  struck  on  both  sides.  Notice  how  well  defined  the  stars 
and  hair  detail  are  on  this  coin.  This  is  unusual  for  this  variety.  On  the  obverse, 
a  die  crack  runs  through  the  bottom  of  the  1  in  the  date  and  connects  the  8,  7,  and 
the  3.  The  3  is  closed  on  this  variety.  The  reverse  is  characterized  by  the  small  cc 
that  measures  0.74  mm  from  top  to  bottom.  A  die  crack  connects  the  arrow  heads 
and  runs  through  the  second  A  in  AMERICA.  Another  die  crack  connects  the  top 
of  the  letters  RICA.  A  broken  serif  is  seen  on  the  M  in  AMERICA. 
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The  1873-CC  Arrows  Half  -  Breen  4979 

This  coin  has  a  few  contact  marks  but  they  are  not  very  noticeable.  This  spec- 
imen is  not  quite  as  well  struck  as  the  other  two  coins  showcased  in  this  article 
but  makes  up  for  it  in  eye  appeal.  Miss  Liberty  has  a  most  pleasant  facial  expres- 
sion and  the  devices  and  fields  are  quite  frosty.  The  reverse  is  characterized  by 
the  small  cc  mintmark  like  that  seen  on  the  1873-CC  no  arrows  variety.  The  left  c 
appears  to  be  lower  than  the  right  c  with  the  two  c's  closer  together  than  on  the 
no  arrows  specimen.  A  die  crack  connects  the  AL  in  HALF. 


The  1873-CC  Arrows  Half  -  Breen  4980 

This  specimen  is  strongly  struck  and  has  a  pleasant  blue  toning  on  both  sides. 
The  c^n  his  Sw  contact  marks  and  it  is  regarded  by  Breen  to  be  a  rarer  var^ty 
lor  this  dme  because  of  the  large  1.07mm  size  "^'ntmark.  This  com  .s  seld^^^^^^^ 
in  mint  state  and  would  be  regarded  as  a  center  piece  ^«^^^^^.^n  m  f^^^^^^^ 
collection.  All  features  of  the  coin  including  the  lettering  ^nd 'T.mt"iah<  are  v^^^^^^ 
pronounced.  Evidence  of  mint  frost  can  be  seen  through  the  toning  which  adds 
to  the  appeal. 
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The  Mint  Act  of  February  12,  1873 

The  Mint  Act  of  February  12, 1873,  often  referred  to  as  the  Crime  of  '73,  affected 
the  weight  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  Beginning  in  April  of  that  year,  the  new 
specification  aim  was  to  be  12.50  grams  instead  of  the  old  aim  of  12.44  grams.  To 
differentiate  between  halves  made  according  to  the  new  specifications,  arrows  were 
placed  at  the  date.  See  Table  I  for  the  specification  weight  requirements. 


TABLE  I 

Weight  Specifications  for  1873  Half  Dollars 
in  Grams  to  the  nearest  0.01  g 

Lower  Upper 
Specification  Specification 
Variety  Limit  Aim  Limit  Tolerance 

No  Arrows  12.34  12.44  12.54  0.20 

Arrows  12.40  12.50  12.60  0.20 

Undistributed  no  arrows  coins  that  were  on  hand  at  the  Branch  mints  were  melted 
after  April  1 , 1873.  This  explains  the  great  rarity  of  some  of  the  other  no  arrows  Car- 
son City  denominations  which  accordingly  were  considered  obsolete.  The  no  ar- 
rows 1873-CC  dimes,  quarters  and  halves  were  no  doubt  part  of  the  melting  program. 
Some  dollar  specialists  feel  that  perhaps  even  a  bag  of  one  thousand  1873-CC  Lib- 
erty Seated  dollars  may  have  been  included  in  these  melt  downs. 

A  Rare  Coin's  Weight  Can  Be  Used  to  Identify  It 

The  writer  has  felt  for  some  time  that  an  accurate  weight  on  an  R-6  coin  plus 
its  markings  could  be  used  to  positively  identify  an  individual  specimen.  As  an  ex- 
periment, the  twenty  coins  in  a  BU  roll  of  1963  Franklin  half  dollars  were  individ- 
ually weighed  to  four  decimal  places  on  a  calibrated  precision  analytical  balance 
accurate  to  0.0001  g.  This  approach  was  taken  since  it  would  be  impossible  to  ob- 
tain twenty  1873-CC  BU  coins  with  arrows  to  be  weighed. 

Table  II  shows  the  weight  distribution  of  the  Franklin  half  dollars.  The  standard 
deviation  was  found  to  be  0.1243  grams  which  shows  considerable  variability  in 
weight  among  the  twenty  coins.  Even  though  the  specification  for  the  Franklin  halves 
is  12.50  ±  0.26  grams  compared  to  12.50  +  0.10  grams  for  1873-CC  arrows  halves, 
one  would  expect  appreciable  variability  in  weight  among  the  older  halves  as  well. 

Notice  that  for  the  Franklin  half  dollars,  no  two  coins  were  found  to  have  the 
same  weight,  out  to  three  decimal  places,  and  of  course,  none  had  the  same  weight 
when  weighed  to  four  decimal  places.  If  one  extends  these  findings  to  the  rare 
1873-CC  arrows  halves,  one  can  speculate  that  the  odds  of  finding  two  of  these 
coins  in  a  roll  of  20  with  the  same  weight  to  four  decimal  places  would  be  highly 
improbable. 

The  case  the  writer  is  making  is  that  the  weight  of  a  rare  coin  accurately  recorded 
to  three  or  four  decimal  places  on  a  precision  analytical  balance  that  has  been  cal- 
ibrated against  certified  weights  can  serve  as  a  strong  identifier.  This  is  an  impor- 
tant parameter  that  can  be  used  to  identify  coins  when  they  are  sent  through  the 
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Table  II 


Weight  Distribution  of  Twenty  Uncirculated 
1963  Franidin  Half  Dollars  in  Grams 


1. 

12.1984 

11. 

12.4017 

2. 

12.2612 

12. 

12.4647 

3. 

12.2767 

13. 

12.4744 

4. 

12.3403 

14. 

12.4765 

5. 

12.3446 

15. 

12.5164 

6. 

12.3544 

16. 

12.5513 

7. 

12.3625 

17. 

12.5884 

8. 

12.3658 

18. 

12.5919 

9. 

12.3801 

19. 

12.6190 

10. 

12.3818 

20. 

12.6257 

mail  to  potential  customers,  when  they  are  being  showcased  at  conventions,  or 
when  they  are  sent  in  for  slabbing.  Also,  coin  weights  can  serve  to  identify  indi- 
vidual specimens  when  they  are  sent  in  for  auction  so  that  their  pedigree  can  be 
traced.  There  has  been  an  interesting  identification  problem  associated  with 
1 876-CC  twenty  cent  pieces  since  many  are  in  high  grade  with  few  identifiable  sur- 
face markings.  Therefore,  their  pedigree  has  been  difficult  to  follow  using  pictures 
alone. 

If  a  collector  uses  the  weight  of  his  coin  plus  the  surface  marking  to  charac- 
terize his  rare  specimen,  it  is  virtually  certain  that  the  coin  will  be  identifiable  and 
traceable.  The  probability  that  his  R-6  coin  will  be  the  same  as  another  specimen 
of  the  same  denomination,  mintmark  and  date  is  virtually  nil.  This  point  of  view 
requires  that  expensive  rare  coins  be  well  cared  for  and  not  be  subjected  to  dip- 
ping, cleaning  or  toning  by  their  owners  after  they  have  been  accurately  weighed. 

Stability  of  Coin  Weights 

The  writer  performed  several  experiments  to  demonstrate  the  stability  of  the 
weights  obtained  in  this  article.  Several  months  after  the  original  weights  were  taken, 
the  BU  roll  of  1963  Franklin  half  dollars  was  removed  from  its  plastic  cylinder  and 
a  single  coin  randomly  picked  out  to  be  weighed.  The  coin  weighed  1 2.3657  grams 
and  it  was  immediately  recognized  as  coin  No.  8  from  the  list  provided  in  Table 
II.  The  next  step  was  to  rinse  the  same  coin  in  isopropyl  alcohol  to  remove  any 
oils  or  grease  that  may  have  been  present  from  minting  or  roll  wrapping  machines. 
This  degreasing  of  the  coin  would  not  be  expected  to  remove  toning  on  the  coin. 
The  coin  was  dried  and  reweighed.  The  results  showed  that  the  new  weight  was 
1 2.3654  grams,  a  loss  of  0.3  milligrams.  The  same  coin  was  then  dipped  in  HARCO 
Instant  Coin  Cleaner  to  remove  traces  of  toning,  rinsed  in  water,  rinsed  again  in 
isopropyl  alcohol  to  help  in  the  drying  process  and  reweighed.  The  new  weight 
was  12.3651  grams,  a  loss  of  another  0.3  milligrams.  The  last  experiment  was  to 
make  a  paste  of  sodium  bicarbonate  and  gently  rub  the  paste  over  the  coin  on  both 
sides  and  the  reeding.  This  coin  was  then  rinsed  in  water,  rinsed  in  isopropyl  al- 
cohol, dried  and  reweighed.  The  new  weight  was  12.3650  grams,  a  further  loss 
of  0.1  milligrams. 
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The  surfaces  of  a  single  coin  were  treated  with  several  different  chemicals  to  re- 
move impurities,  but  even  after  these  treatments  the  coin  would  still  be  recognized 
and  identified  as  No.  8  from  the  original  list,  even  with  a  loss  of  0.8  milligrams  from 
the  original  weight.  These  experiments  support  the  concept  that  an  accurate  weight 
can  serve  as  a  strong  identifier  for  an  individual  specimen. 

Conclusion 

In  this  article  the  writer  has  showcased  all  three  of  the  major  varieties  of  the 
prohibitively  rare  mint  state  1873-CC  half  dollar  and  described  each  coin  in  terms 
of  strike,  luster,  die  cracks  and  mintmark  sizes.  A  case  is  presented  whereby  a  very 
rare  coin  weighed  to  three  or  four  decimal  places  can  be  identified  by  its  weight. 
The  weight  specification  requirements  for  halves  coined  in  1873  are  also  given. 

References: 
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MOSTLY  QUARTERS 

Many  of  the  quarters  listed  are  duplicates  from  my  personal  New  Orleans 
quarter  set.  I  have  always  tried  to  obtain  problem  free,  attractive  coins.  Briggs 
numbers  are  included  for  many  of  the  quarters. 


HALF  DIMES 

1842-0     PCGS-63.  V-1  $9500 

1869-S     NGC-64,  frosty  and  white  1200 

DIMES 

1886-S     NGC-62   $950 

QUARTERS 

1840       Drapery,  AU-50  or  better  Nice  peripheral  toning   $310 

1840-O     No  Drapery,  EF-4a  Very  Sharp.  1-A   210 

1840-  O  Drapery,  AU-50.  From  the  New  Orleans  hoard.  Lightly  cleaned.  2-C .  .225 

1841-  0  EF-45,  doubled  die.  2-C.  From  the  New  Orleans  hoard.  Toned  . .  .210 

1842-  0     Small  Date,  ANACS  F-15.  1-A  950 

1847-0     F-12  55 

1847-0     EF-45,  ex-Stack's  6/89.  1-A  300 

1849-  0    VG-8.  Original  and  perfect  for  grade  495 

1850-  O  EF-45.  Intense  peripheral  toning  which  ANACS  thought  artificial  .  195 

1851-  0     VF-2a  Nice  light  gray  1-B  535 

1852-  0    VF-20.  ex-Bowers  &  Merena  6/85.  1-A  550 

1853       Arrows  &  Rays,  ANACS  EF-40.  Very  conservative  grade  150 

1853-  0     F-12  24 

1853-  0     VF-20  55 

1854-  0     F-12  19 

1855-  0     EF-40  or  better  Sharp  but  typically  rough.  Rare.  1-B  375 

1858-  0     EF-45.  2-B   185 

1859-  0     G^  14 

1859-0     EF-4a  2-B   94 

1859-  0    AU-50,  retoned.  2-B  195 

1860-  O     EF-45,  ex-Coin  Galleries  8/85.  Splendid  toning.  2-B  125 

1874-  S     EF-40,  light  cleaning  Ill 

1875-  CC   F-12.  2-B  135 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1866-S     No  Motto,  VF-25.  Sharp,  nice  gray  over  old  cleaning  $245 

DOLLARS 

1866       PCGS-63.  Flashy  gorgeous,  premium  quality  $5950 


TERMS:  Please  include  postage  on  orders  under  $100.  Two  week  return 
privilege.  Minnesota  residents  please  add  sales  tax. 

NEIL  CLASEN,  LSCC  #607 
P.O.  BOX  413   ANOKA,  MINNESOTA  55303   Telephone  (612)  421-4555 
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Master  Hubs  and  Dies  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Series 


by 

Craig  B.  Sholtey 

Minted  from  1839  to  1891,  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series  underwent  sev- 
eral major  design  changes  resulting  in  two  obverse  and  six  reverse  subtypes.  These 
are  the  No  Drapery  and  With  Drapery  obverses  and  the  Small  Letters,  Type  I,  Type 
II,  With  Rays,  With  Motto  and  Closed  Berry  reverses.  Although  much  has  been  writ- 
ten about  the  coinage  and  even  the  designs  themselves,  virtually  nothing  has  been 
published  on  the  methods  used  to  create  the  hubs  and  dies  for  this  series.  This 
article  will  focus  on  those  procedures,  detailing  the  engraving  and  die  sinking  me- 
thods used  to  execute  this  series.  In  particular,  we  will  be  concentrating  on  the  mas- 
ter hubs  and  dies,  since  it  is  with  this  tooling  that  the  design  primarily  originates, 
the  working  dies  being  little  more  than  replicas  of  the  masters. 

General  Die  Sinking  and  Engraving  Procedures 

Before  discussing  the  master  hubs  and  dies  in  detail,  we  should  first  address 
the  general  die  sinking  and  engraving  procedures  in  use  at  the  mint  during  this 
time.  The  first  step  in  producing  a  die  was  to  create  a  large  wax  or  clay  model,  in 
relief,  of  the  central  device.  This  model  was  then  used  to  create  a  plaster  mold  from 
which  a  fine  iron  or  brass  casting  would  be  made.  The  resulting  metal  casting  was 
now  an  exact  replica  of  the  engraver's  wax  or  clay  model  and  this  casting  was  used 
as  a  pattern  on  the  Contamin  reducing  lathe.The  reducing  lathe,  quite  appropriately 
named,  was  capable  of  machining  a  reduced  copy  of  the  pattern  into  a  cylindrical 
steel  blank.  Several  passes  on  the  reducing  lathe  were  required  to  sufficiently  block- 
out  the  design  in  the  steel  blank.  This  coin-sized  reproduction,  called  the  master 
hub,  was  quite  rough  and  required  a  good  deal  of  hand  finishing  to  add  details  to 
the  design  and  to  remove  the  heavy  machining  lines  that  appeared  much  like  the 
grooves  in  a  phonograph  record.  The  hub,  once  finished,  was  hardened  by  heating 
to  a  cherry-red  color  and  then  rapidly  quenched  with  a  stream  of  cold  water.  The 
hub,  now  hard  but  too  brittle  for  use,  was  tempered  by  heating  it  thoroughly  in  boil- 
ing water  and  allowing  it  to  cool  normally. 

The  master  hub  was  then  used  to  sink  a  master  die.  This  was  accomplished 
by  using  a  large  screw  press  to  impart  the  design  in  the  master  hub  into  a  softened 
steel  die  blank.  Several  blows,  with  intermediate  annealings  to  re-soften  the  die 
blank,  were  required  to  sufficiently  impart  the  image.  The  master  die,  thus  sunk, 
contained  an  incuse  and  reverse  image  of  the  central  device  from  the  master  hub. 

The  die  was  machined  and  lapped  to  remove  excess  metal,  flow  lines,  and  ridges. 
Following  this  clean-up,  most  of  the  peripheral  devices  such  as  the  dentils,  stars 
and  legend  were  hand  punched  or  cut  into  the  master  die.  The  most  notable  ex- 
ception to  this  procedure  was  the  date  on  the  obverse  which,  for  obvious  reasons, 
was  entered  into  the  individual  working  dies.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  arrows 
on  the  With  Arrows  issues  were  also  entered  into  the  individual  working  dies.  The 
master,  now  finished,  was  again  machined  and  lapped,  and  then  hardened  and 
tempered  for  use. 

The  master  die  being  too  valuable  to  use  to  strike  coins  was  used  instead  to 
raise  a  series  of  working  hubs  by  the  same  procedure  that  the  master  die  was  created 
from  the  master  hub.  These  working  hubs  were  then  used  to  sink  working  dies, 
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the  dies  used  to  strike  coinage.  Keeping  this  in  mind,  we  will  now  turn  our  attention 
to  the  individual  master  hubs  and  dies  themselves.  The  following  discussion  will 
first  deal  with  the  obverse  master  hubs  and  dies,  and  then  follow  with  those  for  the 
reverse. 

The  Obverse  Master  Hubs  and  Dies 

By  1838,  the  obverse  master  hub  for  the  No  Drapery  design  had  been  produced 
via  the  reducing  lathe.AII  of  the  details  of  the  central  Liberty  device,  the  hair,  hands, 
gown,  scroll,  etc.  were  then  added  by  hand  finishing.  This  even  included  the  scroll 
letters  which  were  entered  by  hand  punching.  The  sole  exception  was  the  shield 
lines  and  crossbars,  as  it  was  easier  to  cut  these  features  as  recessed  lines  in  a 
die  rather  than  carving  them  in  relief  on  the  hub. 

The  only  obverse  master  die  for  this  design  type  was  then  sunk  from  this  hub, 
with  the  stars  and  dentils  being  hand  punched  and  the  shield  lines  and  crossbars 
being  hand  cut  into  the  die.  This  is  clearly  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  all  No  Drapery 
pieces  exhibit  the  same  star-to-dentil  pattern,  referring  to  Overton's  method  for  de- 
termining the  relative  position  of  the  outer  star  points  with  respect  to  the  dentils, 
and  shield  line  characteristics. 

Shortly  after  introduction  of  the  No  Drapery  design,  a  change  was  made  to  in- 
clude drapery  below  Liberty's  elbow.  This  change  was  likely  at  the  behest  of  mint 
Director  Patterson  and  due  to  an  alleged  immodesty  in  the  figure.  Fortunately,  the 
modification  on  the  halves  was  executed  by  Gobrecht  himself,  and  this  denomi- 
nation suffered  none  of  the  indignities  Robert  Ball  Hughes  inflicted  upon  the  others. 

To  execute  the  change,  Gobrecht  modified  the  No  Drapery  master  hub,  slightly 
reducing  the  rock  at  the  left.  The  modified  hub  was  then  used  to  sink  a  new  master 
die.  That  we  are  dealing  with  the  same  master  hub  is  clearly  demonstrated  by  the 


Figure  1.  The  Obverse  Shield 
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fact  that  all  of  the  hand  worked,  hub  related  details  are  exactly  the  same  on  both 
No  Drapery  and  With  Drapery  coinage.  Particularly  compelling  evidence  is  seen 
on  the  scroll  letters  themselves:  the  irregular  bases  of  L  and  I,  the  upper  serifs  of 
I  and  B  nearly  cojoined,  the  irregular  and  lopsided  base  of  Y,  and  especially  the 
right  upper  serif  of  Y  which  nearly  runs  off  the  scroll  into  the  adjacent  gown  detail 
as  seen  in  Figure  1.  Also,  on  Liberty's  hand,  note  the  rectangular  indentation  at 
the  junction  of  the  Pole  and  the  5th  finger.  There  are  also  other  numerous,  but  less 
obvious,  points  of  comparison  visible  in  the  hair,  face,  gown,  and  foot.  To  complete 
the  design  change,  Gobrecht  hand  cut  a  small  patch  of  drapery  below  the  elbow 
into  the  new  master  die,  the  drapery  being  in  relief  could  not  have  been  added  to 
the  master  hub.  The  new  master  die  was  completed,  as  previously,  with  the  entry 
of  the  stars,  dentils  and  shield  lines. 

Although  this  was  only  the  second  obverse  master  die  prepared,  it  would  be 
the  last  obverse  master  die  produced  for  the  entire  series.  All  of  the  With  Drapery 
coinage  originated  with  this  single  obverse  master.  Again,  much  of  the  key  evidence 
for  this  is  seen  in  the  star-to-dentil  relationships  and  the  shield  line  attributes  which 
are  identical  on  all  With  Drapery  coinage.  The  star-to-dentil  pattern  not  only  includes 
the  relative  position  of  the  star  points  to  the  dentils,  but  also  a  characteristic  clock- 
wise rotation  of  5  to  7  degrees  on  stars  2,  3,  and  6.  Also  on  the  stars,  extra  points 
show  on  the  outside  points  of  stars  5,  6,  and  7  as  seen  in  Figure  2.  The  points  are 
visible  on  most  early  state,  sharply  struck  coins  and  are  always  evident  on  the  proofs 
of  this  series,  where  they  can  be  seen  to  be  the  heaviest  portions  of  an  extra  outline 
to  the  stars. 

On  the  shield  lines  and  crossbars  as  seen  in  Figure  1,  note  the  shape  of  the 
crossbars,  especially  the  first  crossbar  which  is  particularly  heavy  at  the  right  and 
the  characteristic  gap  at  the  left  between  crossbars  one  and  two.  Also  note  the  slight 
bifurcation  of  the  tip  of  line  1  of  stripe  3  at  its  junction  with  the  lowest  shield  border. 
The  crossbar  characteristics  are  clearly  visible  on  all  coins  XF  or  better,  however, 
the  bifurcation  is  only  visible  on  early  state,  sharply  struck  coins  or  on  the  proofs. 


Figure  2.  Extra  Points  on  Stars 
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The  Reverse  Master  Hubs  and  Dies 

The  reverse  master  hub  for  the  Small  Letters  design  was  produced  around  the 
same  time  as  the  No  Drapery  obverse  master  hub.  Again,  all  of  the  details  of  the 
eagle,  the  feathers,  eye,  arrow  feathers,  etc.,  were  added  by  hand  finishing.  The 
only  reverse  master  die  for  this  design  type  was  then  sunk  from  this  hub  with  the 
letters  and  dentils  added  by  hand  punching.  All  Small  Letters  reverses  show  the 
same  letter-to-dentil  pattern  and  letter  characteristics. 

However,  unlike  the  obverse,  the  reverse  shield  lines  and  crossbars  were  not 
cut  into  the  master  die,  but  rather  hand  cut  into  the  individual  working  dies  them- 
selves. Cutting  these  lines  was  tedious  and  boring  work,  and  the  number  of  reverse 
dies  needed  compounded  the  problem.  The  consequences  of  this  can  be  clearly 
seen  on  many  reverses.  Some  shield  lines  show  recutting,  some  are  uneven  and 
graver  slips  resulted  in  crossbars  and  shield  lines  that  penetrate  the  shield  bord- 
ers. There  are  also  numerous  examples  where  the  shield  lines  extended  up  and 
penetrated  the  crossbars  on  the  shield. 

For  the  new  Medium  Letters  or  Type  I  design  of  1842,  an  entirely  new  master 
hub  was  created.  The  eagle  is  completely  different,  having  slightly  larger  wings 
and  smoother  contours  to  both  the  wings  and  neck.  Additionally,  the  olive  branch 
has  been  enlarged,  now  extending  beyond  the  wing  tip  and  the  details  of  the  eagle's 
feathers  are  completely  different.  This  work,  being  very  similar  to  that  on  the  other 
denominations,  is  usually  attributed  to  Robert  Ball  Hughes.  This  hub  was  then  used 
to  sink  a  single  master  die  which  was  finished  as  previously  described.  Again  this 
Is  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  letter-to-dentil  pattern  and  the  letter  characteristics 
themselves,  which  are  the  same  on  all  Type  I  reverses.  Once  again,  the  shield  lines 
and  crossbars  were  not  entered  into  the  master  die,  but  rather  cut  into  the  individ- 
ual working  dies,  and,  not  surprisingly,  with  the  same  results. 

For  the  1853  With  Rays  reverse,  the  Type  I  master  hub  was  used  to  sink  a  new 
master  die  with  the  letters,  dentils,  and  rays  entered  into  the  master  die.  The  shield 
lines  and  crossbars  were  still  cut  by  hand  into  the  individual  working  dies.  This  mas- 
ter die  was  in  use  for  this  year  only,  and  in  1854  the  old  Type  I  master  die  was  re- 
turned to  use. 

By  early  1858,  the  mint  had  decided  to  modify  the  Medium  Letters  design  by 
slightly  reducing  the  eagle,  arrowheads  and  letters.  The  exact  reasons  for  this  change 
are  unknown.  However,  owing  to  his  successful  design  work  on  other  denomina- 
tions, it  is  likely  that  Chief  Engraver  James  Longacre  was  able  to  convince  mint 
officials  to  allow  him  to  redesign  the  half  dollar  reverse  on  artistic  and  technical 
grounds.  To  execute  this  change,  the  Type  I  master  hub  was  slightly  modified  by 
smoothing  the  outline  to  the  eagle.  This  was  then  used  to  sink  a  new  master  die, 
with  the  letters  and  dentils  hand  punched  and  the  shield  lines  and  crossbars  hand 
cut  into  the  master  die.  This  new  Type  II  reverse  is  seen  on  Philadelphia  issues 
starting  in  1858  and  on  branch  mint  issues  starting  in  1860.  Because  of  left-over 
working  dies  at  the  branch  mints.  Type  I  reverses  were  used  on  these  issues  as 
late  as  1864. 

The  Type  II  master  die  remained  in  use  through  1876,  the  With  Motto  design 
being  nothing  more  than  a  modification  of  this  die  accomplished  by  punching  the 
scroll  and  the  motto  into  this  die.  The  fact  that  all  Type  II  reverses  and  With  Motto 
reverses  through  1875  show  the  same  letter-to-dentil  pattern,  letter  characteristics 
and  shield  line  characteristics  clearly  demonstrates  that  the  With  Motto 
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design  is,  in  fact,  a  nnodification  of  the  Type  II  master  die.  Particularly  conclusive 
are  the  shield  line  characteristics.  All  reverses  show  lines  1  and  2  of  strip  4  lightly 
penetrating  the  lower  shield  border  and  crossbars  1,  2  and  3  lightly  penetrating 
the  left  shield  border  as  shown  in  Figure  3.  These  features  are  visible  on  all  early 
state,  sharply  struck  coins  grading  AU  or  better  and  are  always  evident  on  the  proofs. 

By  early  1876,  a  new  reverse  master  hub  reduction  was  prepared  by  then  Chief 
Engraver  William  Barber,  the  most  noticeable  changes  bring  the  closed  berry  or 
bud  over  the  H  in  HALF  and  the  differing  feather  details  in  the  neck  and  upper  wings. 
A  new  master  die  was  then  sunk  from  this  hub  and  hand  finished  using  the  same 
procedures  as  before. 

There  is  some  objective  evidence  suggesting  that  die  failure  might  be  one  pos- 
sible explanation  for  the  preparation  of  the  new  master  die.  On  all  of  the  reverses 
which  emanate  from  the  previous  master  die,  there  is  a  ledge-like  defect  in  the  space 
to  the  left  of  the  first  shield  line  caused  by  a  chip-out  failure  in  the  master  die  itself. 
It  therefore  seems  likely  that  progressive  failure  of  the  master  die  in  this  area  ne- 
cessitated creation  of  a  new  one.  It  is  a  matter  of  pure  speculation  however  as  to 
why  a  new  master  hub  reduction  was  prepared  rather  than  using  the  previous  one. 
The  previous  master  hub  could  have  been  lost  or  damaged,  or  a  new  one  could 
have  been  made  simply  because  of  Mr.  Barber's  well  known  ego.  Whatever  the 
reasons,  the  Closed  Berry  master  hub  and  master  die  would  be  the  last  masters 
for  the  series.  The  new  reverse  was  used  on  both  Philadelphia  and  branch  mint 
issues  beginning  in  1876.  Because  of  left-over  working  dies,  the  previous  Type  II 
reverse  was  used  through  1877  on  business  strikes  and  through  1881  on  proof  issues. 
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Figure  3.  The  Reverse  Shield,  Type  II  and  With  Motto  Dies 
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Better  Dates  #27 


I've  picked  up  many  new  coins,  including  a  large  run  of  quarters  that  were  used 
for  study  in  preparing  the  Seated  quarter  encyclopedia.  Let  me  know  of  your  interest. 


HALF  DIMES 

1839-0  VQ,  Large  0,  slight  bend,  marks  .  .$750 
1867      XF,  mounted  at  12  o'clock,  some 


scratches,  gold  plated   300 

DIMES 

1840  F-VF,  mottled  gray  toning   $65 

1842     XF,  original,  some  luster   35 

1842-  0   XF,  Medium  G,  nicely  toned    70 

1843-  0   F-h,  original,  sharp   105 

1846     VG,  nice  gray   72 

1851-0    VF,  choice  original   60 

1854-  0   Ch.VF,  broken  0,  original   21 

1856     Ch.XF,  Large  Date,  original   50 

1858-8   VF,  nice  gray   225 

1860-0  G-VQ,  light  X  in  obverse  field  ....  210 

1862-8   VF,  rim  dent,  slight  bend   18 

1862-  8   VF-XF,  flat  head,  nice    130 

1863     AG,  just  worn,  date  clear   170 

1863-  8  XF,  sharp,  old  light  cleaning   120 

1864-  8   F,  choice,  old  light  cleaning   35 

1865-  8   XF.  no  head  detail    100 

1867-8   VF-XF,  mottled  album  toning    90 

1872     XF,  nice  original  toning   25 

1872-8   VF,  nice  original  toning   100 

1875-CC  AU,  CC  below  bow,  lustrous   75 

1877-8    XF,  nice  original  gray   23 

1877-8  XF-AU,  lustrous,  original  toning  ...  26 

1881      F,  old  cleaning,  retoned   170 

1881      VF-XF,  lustrous   240 

1890-8  XF-AU,  lustrous,  flat  head   45 

QUAFTTERS 

1839     F-VF,  light  peripheral  toning   $25 

1840-0    F,  WD,  Var  2-C.  flat  strike   45 

1841  VF,  nice  album  toning   120 

1842  XF-AU,  luster,  toned  reverse   260 

1843  VF,  nice  original  gray   35 

1848  VF,  Var  1A,  old  cleaning   105 

1849  F-VF,  Var  1-A,  album  toning    35 

1853  AiR,  AG,  counterstamped  STONE 

&  BALL   25 

1855-  0   XF-AU,  holed  at  12  o'clock    30 

1855-  8  ANACS-30,  mottled  toning,  Var  2-C  125 

1856-  8   VF-XF,  Var  3-D,  original   140 

1860-0    F+,  original    25 

1863  G,  original   22 

1864  AG,  full  date   35 

1864-8   ANACS-3,  obverse  scratch   120 

1864-8   AG,  heavily  worn,  clear  date   100 


QUAFITERS 

1873-8  Ch.XF,  Var  1-B, 

old  cleaning  $190 

1875-CC  VG,  nice  original  gray   60 

1875-  8   F-VF,  dirty  loning   50 

1876-  CC  AU,  Var  11-J,  shattered  reverse  ...  110 

1877-  CC  F,  Var  2-B,  repunched  77   25 

1877-CC  AU-UNC,  lustrous,  a  few  hairlines.  140 

1877-  8    XF-AU,  Var  1-A,  Small  s   40 

1878  F-VF,  old  cleaning,  mottled  toning  .  17 

1879  F,  flat  strike,  light  album  toning  . .  150 

1883      VG/AG,  just  worn   75 

1888     VG/AG,  original,  even  wear  100 

1890     F,  album  toning    60 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842  VG,  Small  Date,  choice  original  . .  $35 

1842  XF,  Medium  Date,  choice  original. .  90 

1842-0   VG,  Small  Date,  gray  toning   625 

1842-0   VG-F,  Medium  Date   20 

1843  Ch.XF,  lustrous   70 

1847  7/6,  VG-F,  late  state,  no  6    66 

1848  F-VF,  old  cleaning,  retoned   70 

1851  AU,  periplieral  toning,  reverse  dig  . .  425 

1852-  0    VG,  small  scrape  on  foot   80 

1853-  0  G-VG,  Breen  #4843,  doubled  date . .  15 

1855-8   G,  four  light  reverse  cuts   160 

1861-0    VF-XF,  heavily  polished  dies   45 

1863  VF,  deep  original  toning    50 

1863-8  XF,  lustrous,  light  toning   75 

1864  AU-UNC,  toned,  obv  bag  mark  ...  210 

1865  Ch.XF,  lightly  cleaned,  nice    135 

1868      XF,  light  toning,  lustrous   210 

1870-8  VG-F,  counterstamped  W.H.  McB  . .  30 

1878  VF-XF,  old  light  cleaning   55 

1878-  CC  Ch.VF,  counterstamped  ED  F  WINN  200 

1879  VG-F,  deep  original  toning   225 

1879      XF,  several  digs,  dark  toning   190 

1881      VG,  nice  light  gray   175 

1881      ANACS-35    295 

1888  G,  rims  worn  through   125 

1889  VG,  convex  bend,  full  detail   115 

1890  XF-AU,  two  holes  In  reeding  200 

DOLLARS 
1845     VF,  mottled  album  toning   $260 

1849  XF,  nice  original  toning   275 

1859-8  XF,  many  small  ticks,  nice  toning  . .  325 
1860      VF,  many  small  bag  marks,  toned  . .  250 


All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage 
14-Day  Return  Privilege  if  in  Original,  Unopened  Holder 
Layaway  and  Approval  Service  Available. 

Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone:  (415)583-9908 
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Varieties  of  the  1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece 

by 

Kenneth  R.  Hill 


During  the  past  year  and  a  half  I  have  been  studying  die  varieties  of  the  1875-S 
twenty  cent  piece.  I  would  like  to  report  the  results  of  my  studies  in  this  article. 

Variety  1 

Low  1  in  Denticles  -  Large  Filled  Mintmark 

This  was  the  first  twenty  cent  piece  that  I  purchased  with  an  extra  digit  punched 
into  the  denticles.  The  extra  punch  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  Bob  Everett  of  Clas- 
sical American  Coins  who  had  purchased  the  coin  for  his  inventory.  It  has  the  top 
of  a  1  punched  directly  below  the  8  halfway  down  into  the  denticles.  A  faint  die  crack 
connects  the  base  of  the  four  digits  in  the  1875  date.  The  mintmark  measures  0.8 
mm  high  and  It  Is  partially  filled. 


1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  -  Variety  1    Low  1  in  Denticles 
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1875-S  Twenty  Cent  piece  -  Variety  1    Large  Filled  Mintmark 

Variety  2 

18  in  Denticles  -  Large  filled  Repunched  Mintmark 

This  variety  was  described  in  Issue  #41  by  Harry  Smith  and  in  Issue  #  43  by 
Bill  Fivaz.  The  18  in  the  denticles  is  placed  somewhat  to  the  left  of  the  18  in  the 
date  and  is  quite  prominent.  The  reverse  die  state  of  my  coin  is  about  the  same 
as  that  described  by  Bill  Fivaz  with  both  coins  showing  the  same  reverse  die  breaks. 
The  mintmark  measures  0.86mm  high  and  shows  notching  on  the  upper  and  lower 
serifs.  This  feature  is  consistent  with  the  repunched  mintmark  described  by  Harry 
Smith  in  his  article  on  this  variety.  The  reverse  is  fairly  heavily  lapped  with  consid- 
erable weakness  in  the  arrow's  feathers.  The  field  is  unfinished  directly  under  the 
point  where  the  eagle's  right  wing  and  body  are  joined.  There  is  also  a  heavy  die 
line  from  the  eagle's  right  wing  through  the  leg. 


16 


1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  -  Variety  2   18  in  Denticles 


1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  -  Variety  2   Large  Filled  Repunched  Mintmark 


Variety  3 

875/5  in  Denticles  -  Medium  Clear  Repunched  MIntmark 

When  I  first  noticed  the  digit  in  the  denticles  on  this  variety  I  thought  that  it  was 
a  7.  But  after  photographing  the  coin  and  making  overlays  of  the  date  digits,  I  de- 
cided that  it  could  not  be  a  7.  Upon  further  study  I  decided  that  the  denticles  .con- 
tained the  remains  of  two  5s  and  remnants  of  a  7  and  8.  The  reverse  of  this  coin 
is  an  example  of  the  so  called  $  variety  with  the  strong  repunched  mintmark  de- 
scribed by  Breen  as  #3875.  The  S  mintmark  measures  0.7mm  high  and  is  definitely 
shorter  than  the  mintmark  used  on  Varieties  1  &  2.  This  obverse  is  almost  always 
paired  with  the  $  reverse  but  I  did  see  an  example  of  this  obverse  without  the  re- 
punched mintmark  reverse  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Chicago. 


1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  -  Variety  3   875/5  in  Denticles 
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1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  -  Variety  3  Medium  Clear  Repunched  IVIintmark 


1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  -  Variety  4   Medium  Clear  Mintmark 
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Variety  4 

High  1  in  Denticles  -  Medium  Clear  Mintmark 

This  coin  had  been  in  my  safe  deposit  box  since  June  1973  but  it  wasn't  until 
I  started  looking  at  the  denticles  of  other  twenty  cent  pieces  that  I  noticed  that  this 
coin  had  an  extra  1  punched  into  the  denticles.  The  top  of  a  1  is  in  line  with  the 
top  of  the  denticles  and  it  is  located  below  the  left  side  of  the  8  in  the  date.  The 
mintmark  on  the  reverse  measures  0.8mm  high  and  it  is  closer  to  the  feathers  than 
on  the  other  three  varieties. 


1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  -  Variety  4   High  1  in  Denticles 

Summary 

During  the  time  that  I  have  been  studying  these  varieties  I  have  found  that  they 
are  all  available  if  the  collector  is  willing  to  spend  the  time  looking  for  them.  About 
50%  of  all  of  the  1875-S  twenty  cent  pieces  that  I  have  seen  have  extra  digits  punched 
into  the  denticles.  Of  the  four  varieties  listed  in  this  article,  I  have  found  Variety  3 
to  be  the  most  common.  Varieties  1 , 2  and  4  seem  to  show  up  at  about  the  same  rate. 

Walter  Breen  lists  two  mintmarks  for  this  year,  a  filled  S  mintmark  and  a  clear 
S  mintmark.  He  didn't  mention  a  difference  in  size,  but  it  appears  that  the  filled 
S  is  larger  than  the  clear  S. 

It  is  certainly  possible  that  there  are  other  digits  lurking  in  the  denticles  of  other 
1875-S  twenty  cent  pieces.  And  it  is  a  certainty  that  there  are  unreported  digits  in 
the  denticles  of  other  Liberty  Seated  coins. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837      Large  Date,  XF-40  $200 

1837  Small  Date,  MS-63,  sharp  1200 

1840     Drapery,  XF-45   200 

1842      MS-60   225 

1842-  0  VF-20,  weak  head  225 

1844     MS-62,  strong  strike  285 

1846     XF-40,  lightly  cleaned  1150 

1850-  O   Large  0,  MS-60,  frosty  600 

1852-0  AU-50,  rose  &  blue  toning  550 

1853      No  Arrows,  MS-60  535 

1856-  0   AU-50,  V-2  185 

1857-  0   AU-50  150 

1859-0  MS-60,  minor  facial  scratch  350 

1867-  S   AU-50,  light  gold  toning  210 

1868     AU-50,  iridescent  toning  310 

1868-  S   MS-60   335 

1870      MS-63    325 

1873      MS-63    325 

DIMES 

1838  Large  Stars,  MS-63  $875 

1839  AU-58  175 

1840  Drapery,  XF-40,  golden  toning  . .  .250 

1843-  0   VF-20  195 

1843-0  VF-30,  minor  obverse  scratch  215 

1857-0   AU-50,  darkly  toned   150 

1860  O  F-12,  minor  obverse  scratches ...  650 

1872-  CC  VF-20,  some  rim  damage  650 

1873-  CC  Arrows,  G-4,  porous  495 

1875      MS-63,  excellent  strike  275 

1875-CC  Mintmark  below  wreath,  MS-60.  .325 

1877-S    MS-60,  full  strike   125 

1880  XF-45   280 

1881  MS-60,  fully  lustrous  375 

1886-S   MS-60  or  a  bit  better  675 

1888      MS-63,  sharply  struck  265 

QUARTERS 

1839     XF-40,  lightly  cleaned  $195 

1842-0   Small  Date,  XF-40  3000 

1842-0   Large  Date,  AU-50    700 

1851-  0   F-12,  somewhat  rough  295 

1851-  0   VF-20,  lightly  cleaned   450 

1852-  0   F-12,  silver  gray  surfaces  325 

1853  3/4,  AU-50,  weakness  In  wing  . .  .895 

1855-  0   VF-25   200 

1856-  0  AU-50,  scratch  In  field  275 

1859-  S  VF-25,  steel  &  golden  toning  ...  .275 

1860-  O  Thin  0,  AU-50,  lightly  cleaned . .  .195 
1860-S   F-12,  obverse  scratch  275 

1861  AU-50  125 

1862  AU-50  125 


QUARTERS 

1864     VF-20,  problem  free   $150 

1870      AU-50    395 

1871-S    VF-20,  a  few  pin  scratches  475 

1873-CC  Arr,  G-4,  rev.  rim  weakness  1150 

1877-8    8/horizontal  s.  XF-45   325 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  NO,  XF-45,  splendid  original  . .  .$950 

1839  Drapery,  XF-40  125 

1840  Small  Letters,  XF-40  125 

1841  VF-30,  even  strike,  nice  175 

1841-0   AU-50    260 

1845     AU-50,lustrous  350 

1845-0  AU-50,  minor  pianchet  defects ...  185 

1845-  0   No  Drapery,  XF-45  245 

1846-  0   Medium  Date,  AU-50  195 

1850  AU-55,  PL  surfaces  995 

1851  AU-53,  repunched  date  995 

1851-0  AU-50,  abrasion  in  obv  field  ....225 

1855-8  VG-8,  problem  free  500 

1857-  8   Medium  8,  AU-50    625 

1858-  8   XF-40  195 

1860  AU-53,  frosty  with  gold  toning  . .  .295 

1860-O  1ype  II  reverse,  AU-50  165 

1860-8   Medium  S,  AU-50   225 

1860-8   Large  S,  AU-50    225 

1861  XF-40  150 

1862  AU-55    325 

1866-8   No  Motto,  VF-20   300 

1866-8  No  Motto,  XF-40,  gray  &  tan  toning . .  .495 

1868-8   AU-55,lovely   265 

1871-CC  Q-4  120 

1871-  8    AU-50  165 

1872-  CC  F-12,  rim  bruise,  minor  porosity  .  .95 

1872-  8  AU-50,  pink  &  blue  surfaces  ...  .375 
1873      No  Arrows,  Closed  3  155 

1873-  CC  Arrows,  XF-40.  nice  1000 

1873-  8   Arrows,  XF-40    300 

1874-  8    Smalls,  XF-45  350 

1875      AU-50  125 

DOLLARS 

1840  AU-50,  full  rims  $650 

1841  VF-30  195 

1842  XF-40   250 

1843  XF-40   270 

1844  AU-50,  obverse  dig  565 

1846-0   XF-40   550 

1860-O  AU-50    400 

1870  VF-35   240 

1871  VF-30  190 

1873      VF-35   250 


TERMS:  15  Day  Return  Privilege  for  coins  in  Unopened  Holder.  Add  $3.00  for 
Postage.  Personal  Checks  Must  Clear. 

COIN  WON  COMPANY 

LSCC  #1283  •  P.O.  BOX  161  •  BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK  14221 
Telephone  (716)  688-0833 


21 


An  Analysis  of  the  1867  Business  Strike  Half  Dime 


by 
Al  BIythe 


In  Issue  #53  of  the  journal  Larry  Briggs  presented  Information  on  how  to  tell 
the  difference  between  1867  proof  and  business  strike  half  dimes  in  his  Convention 
Conversations  column.  The  analysis  which  follows  addresses  only  the  1867  busi- 
ness strike  half  dime  and  the  diagnostics  which  identify  it. 

Background 

In  1927,  Will  W.  Neil  simply  identified  his  1867  N-1  as  the  same  type  as  1866, 
but  with  the  date  a  trifle  larger  He  also  stated  that  it  was  struck  from  perfect  dies. 
He  described  his  1867  N-2  as  having  the  final  A  in  AMERICA  placed  too  low,  with 
a  crack  that  runs  from  the  upper  left  rim  through  the  final  S  of  STATES  to  Ms.  Liberty's 
shoulder.  In  1931,  D.W.  Valentine  offered  little  more  in  the  way  of  describing  the  1867 
half  dime.  He  simply  states  that  his  V-1  has  an  open  high  date  and  a  reverse  with 
both  ends  of  the  ribbon  clear.  He  described  his  V-2  as  having  an  open  low  date, 
more  to  the  left  and  a  reverse  with  both  ribbon  ends  touching  the  wreath. Neither 
Neil  nor  Valentine  offered  detailed  diagnostic  identifiers  which  would  help  distin- 
guish the  V-1  and  V-2  or  the  N-1  and  N-2  varieties.  But  upon  close  scrutiny  the 
plate  coins  in  Valentine  show  the  following: 

1.  The  V-1  obverse  has  the  pendant  on  Ms.  Liberty's  skirt  to  the  left  of  the  center 
of  the  6.  This  variety  also  has  a  high  open  date.  The  reverse  ribbon  ends  appear 
to  be  free  of  the  wreath. 

2.  The  V-2  obverse  has  the  pendant  on  Ms.  Liberty's  skirt  to  the  right  of  the  center 
of  the  6.  This  variety  has  a  low  open  date.  The  reverse  ribbon  ends  both  touch 
the  wreath.  A  photograph  of  the  V-2  variety  is  shown  on  page  127  in  my  book 
The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes. 


1867  Business  Strike  Half  Dime,  V-1  Variety  with 
Die  Crack  through  second  S  in  STATES. 
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Discussion 

I  agree  that  all  1867  business  strike  half  dimes  seen  thus  far  show  evidence 
of  heavy  die  polishing  and  that  many,  but  not  all,  also  have  heavily  die  clashed  ob- 
verses. It  is  also  probable  that  all  1867  business  strike  varieties  have  the  final  A 
in  AMERICA  too  low,  although  Neil  described  only  the  N-2  with  this  characteristic. 

I  must  disagree  with  Larry's  statement  that  ALL  business  strike  1867  half  dimes 
have  the  die  crack  from  the  rim  through  the  last  S  in  STATES  to  Ms.  Liberty's  shoul- 
der. My  opinion  is  supported  by  a  certified  MS-63  example  of  the  1867  V-1  half  dime 
which  I  own.  This  specimen  shows  absolutely  no  evidence  of  the  die  crack  seen 
on  other  examples  of  the  V-1  variety.  However,  the  other  diagnostics  including  the 
die  polishing,  die  clashes  and  the  low  A  in  AMERICA  are  all  present.  I  must  as- 
sume that  this  is  an  example  of  the  variety  which  later  develops  the  die  crack  as 
described  by  Neil. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  an  obverse  die  crack  would  develop  on  an  issue 
with  a  total  mintage  of  just  8625  pieces  struck  from  two  different  obverses.  The  1867 
half  dime  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  issue  in  the  entire  half  dime  series. 


—  WANTED  — 

Gobrecht  Journal  Issue  #3 
August,  1975 

Name  Your  Price  for  a  Copy  in  Nice  Condition 

NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE  WANTED 

Buying  all  Books,  Auction  Catalogs,  Magazines  and 
Periodicals  on  Coins,  Paper  Money,  Counterfeit 
Detection,  Counterfeiting,  Colonial  Currency, 
Tokens  and  Medals  for  my  personal  library. 

Michael  J.  Sullivan,  LSCC  #  774 
P.O.  Box  32131  •  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45232 
Telephone  (513)533-3134 
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Hunting  for  Half  Dimes? 

1837  F-15,  No  Stars,  Small  Date,  nice  original   $55 

1838  AU-50,  small  cud  on  obverse  rim   125 

1840-  0    VG-10,  WD,  die  break/lamination  error  at  UNITED   48 

1841  XF-45,  attractive  old  album  toning  and  luster   50 

1841-  0    VG-10,  very  nice  for  grade   23 

1841-0    F-15,  mark  on  arm   28 

1842  AU-50,  lightly  toned  original   90 

1849-  0    VF-30,  old  cleaning,  lightly  retoned   195 

1850-  0    G-5,  Small  o,  numerous  old  marks  on  reverse   23 

1851-  0    VF-25,  attractive  original   36 

1851-0    XF-40,  lightly  cleaned,  retoning   75 

1852      XF-45,  small  planchet  defect,  original   55 

1852  AU-58,  beautiful  russet  &  blue  toning   150 

1853  VF-25,  No  Arrows,  a  few  scratches   90 

1853      VF-25,  No  Arrows,  small  obverse  rim  mark   95 

1853  AU-50,  Arrows,  heavily  clashed  dies   85 

1853-0    G-4,  No  Arrows,  old  cleaning,  full  rims   135 

1853-0    G-6,  No  Arrows,  nice  original   160 

1853-0    VF-20,  No  Arrows,  many  small  scratches  &  marks   275 

1853-0    XF-40,  Arrows,  well-struck  original   48 

1854  XF-40,  sharp  &  problem  free   45 

1857  AU-50,  lightly  toned,  nice   85 

1857-  0    AU-50,  sharp  light  gray,  clashed  dies   150 

1858  VF-30,  over  inverted  date,  Breen#3Q91,  original.  Light  obverse  friction, 

rim  mark   115 

1858      XF-40,  short  pole  variety,  Breen  ff3Q89  nicely  toned   70 

1858-  0    XF-45,  heavy  die  break  through  head  to  upper  drapery   95 

1860  AU-50,  peripheral  toning,  sharp    65 

1861  XF-45,  anractive  light  toning   33 

1861  AU-55, 1/0,  lustrous  with  russet  &  gold  toning,  strong  overdate  with 

left  half  of  0  quite  clear  375 

1862  AU-50  attractive,  bright  &  problem  free   65 

1862      AU-50,  Breen  if3105,  uphill  date  variety   135 

1864-  S    XF-40,  sharp  original,  small  obverse  rim  tick   195 

1865      G-5,  old  cleaning,  scarce   175 

1865-  S    AU-50,  lightly  cleaned  but  sharp   275 

1866-  S    ANACS  AU-58,  attractive  &  lustrous  with  some  mottled  toning   425 

1867      XF-45,  a  few  scattered  tiny  marks   550 

1869-S    XF-40,  blundered  die.  Extra  metal  right  of  shield  &  below  breast   75 

1869-S    XF-40,  lightly  cleaned.  Obverse  legend  doubled   55 

1872-S    AU-50,  mintmark  below  wreath,  nice  original   55 


Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  lists.  Conservative  grad- 
ing and  accurate  descriptions  are  guaranteed.  10-day  return  on  all  coins 
in  original  holders.  Please  add  $2.00  to  all  orders  for  postage  and  hand- 
ling. California  residents  must  add  7%  sales  tax.  Please  list  alternate  se- 
lections when  possible.  Thank  you. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff     •     LSCC  #893 

RO.  Box  3776  •  Redv\/ood  City,  CA  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064  (9  am  to  9  pm  all  week)  
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Mintmark  Positions  for  San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes 

by 

John  McCloskey 

Over  the  years  I  have  struggled  in  my  attempts  to  identify  reverse  dies  on  Lib- 
erty Seated  dimes.  I\^intmarks  on  branch  mint  issues  do  differ  in  position  and  size, 
but  the  verbal  descriptions  that  have  been  used  to  identify  them  have  frequently 
been  incomplete  or  confusing.  The  descriptions  and  pictures  provided  in  the  Ah- 
wash  encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes  have  been  very  useful  but  it  is  frequently 
inconvenient  to  compare  coins  with  the  Ahwash  pictures  at  shows.  The  verbal  de- 
scriptions provided  by  Ahwash  are  accurate  but  often  not  precise  enough  to  dis- 
tinguish the  reverses  from  one  another  and  certainly  not  explicit  enough  to  detect 
patterns  of  mintmark  placement.  Over  a  period  of  years  I  have,  therefore,  worked 
on  developing  a  more  precise  method  of  describing  mintmark  positions.  I  would 
like  to  demonstrate  the  use  of  this  technique  by  presenting  my  research  results 
for  San  Francisco  Seated  dimes  with  the  mintmark  placed  under  the  wreath. 

San  Francisco  mintmarks  placed  under  the  wreath  appear  below  the  bow  knot 
between  the  two  ribbon  ends.  The  Ahwash  encyclopedia  describes  these  positions 
by  indicating  the  distance  below  the  bow  knot  in  millimeters  and  by  indicating 
whether  the  mintmark  is  to  the  right  or  to  the  left  of  center  in  the  space  below  the 
bow  knot.  This  information  is  useful  but  a  statement  like  left  of  center  is  not  pre- 
cise enough  to  identify  the  reverse.  Furthermore,  the  distance  in  millimeters  below 
the  bow  knot  is  not  precise  enough  either  when  comparing  coins  at  a  show.  I  have 
therefore  tried  to  develop  a  procedure  where  it  would  be  possible  to  identify  differ- 
ent mintmark  positions  is  a  systematic  and  structured  way  with  relative  measure- 
ments that  could  be  easily  interpreted  for  individual  specimens.  I  have  used  my 
technique  to  identify  coins  at  shows  and  I  have  found  it  to  be  quite  effective.  But 
I  am  still  open  for  suggestions  should  anyone  have  ideas  which  would  improve  the 
accuracy  of  my  methodology. 

I  realized  many  years  ago  that  millimeter  measurements  were  not  the  best  kind 
of  measurements  to  use  in  identifying  coins  at  shows  and  conventions.  Rather,  one 
needs  quantitative  measurements  that  can  be  easily  interpreted  and  described  to 
quickly  determine  if  a  particular  coin  matches  a  piece  already  in  a  collection.  I  have 
therefore  developed  a  procedure  to  determine  the  relative  position  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco mintmark  within  the  space  between  the  two  ribbon  ends.  First,  an  imaginary 
line  is  drawn  from  the  base  of  the  left  ribbon,  through  the  mintmark  to  the  base 
of  the  right  ribbon.  There  will  be  a  segment  of  this  line  that  runs  from  the  left  ribbon 
to  the  left  side  of  the  mintmark  and  another  segment  that  runs  from  the  right  side 
of  the  mintmark  to  the  right  ribbon.  A  60-40  split  means  that  60%  of  the  line  seg- 
ment runs  between  the  left  ribbon  and  the  mintmark  while  40%  of  the  line  segment 
runs  between  the  mintmark  and  the  right  ribbon.  Next  a  vertical  line  is  drawn  through 
the  middle  of  the  mintmark  from  the  ribbon  down  through  the  mintmark  and  on 
to  the  denticles.  A  30-70  split  here  means  that  30%  of  the  line  segment  runs  from 
the  ribbon  above  to  the  top  of  the  mintmark  while  70%  of  the  segment  runs  from 
the  bottom  of  the  mintmark  to  the  denticles.  For  a  more  precise  identification  the 
percentage  of  the  mintmark  above  the  line  connecting  the  base  of  the  ribbons  is 
also  recorded.  A  reading  of  60  means  that  60%  of  the  San  Francisco  mintmark 
lies  above  the  line  connecting  the  base  of  the  ribbons  below  the  bow  knot. 
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To  illustrate  the  use  of  this  technique  I  have  provided  a  table  which  lists  these 
measurements  for  44  different  varieties  of  San  Francisco  Seated  dimes.  No  attempt 
has  been  made  to  list  all  of  the  known  varieties  for  these  issues.  The  information 
has  been  provided  for  most  of  the  Ahwash  varieties  so  that  the  reader  can  com- 
pare these  measurements  to  the  Ahwash  pictures  to  get  a  better  understanding 
of  how  the  table  was  constructed.  Comments  on  mintmark  style  are  also  included 
in  the  table  to  help  distinguish  the  varieties  in  the  table.  There  are  two  varieties 
listed  in  the  table  which  are  not  included  in  the  Ahwash  encyclopedia.  These  are 
the  1873-S  A-2  and  the  1874-8  A-2  dimes.  In  1985  I  described  a  second  variety  of 
the  1873-S  dime  in  an  article  that  was  published  in  Issue  #34  of  the  journal.  I  de- 
signated this  as  the  1873-S  A-2  variety.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  confusion 
over  the  identification  of  the  two  varieties  of  the  1873-S  dime. 

I  am  hopeful  that  the  publication  of  this  methodology  will  help  to  clarify  the  dif- 
ferences between  these  two  varieties.  Specifically,  the  1873-S  A-2  dime  has  a  mint- 
mark  that  is  positioned  farther  to  the  left  with  more  of  the  mintmark  below  the  line 
connecting  the  base  of  the  two  ribbons.  Similar  comparisons  can  be  made  to  dis- 
tinguish the  two  varieties  of  the  1874-S  dime.l  have  not  provided  measurements 
for  the  1884-S  A-1  dime  listed  in  the  Ahwash  encyclopedia.  There  have  been  some 
doubts  over  the  years  as  to  whether  this  variety  actually  exists.  The  picture  of  the 
reverse  of  the  1884-S  A-1  dime  in  the  Ahwash  encyclopedia  appears  to  be  a  pho- 
tograph of  the  same  coin  shown  for  the  reverse  of  the  1886-S  A-1  dime.  Of  partic- 
ular interest  would  be  the  measurements  for  the  mintmark  position  of  the  1885-S 
dime.  The  1885-S  A-1  dime  is  the  only  known  variety  for  this  rare  date.  For  this  vari- 
ety the  table  shows  that  the  mintmark  is  located  much  closer  to  the  right  ribbon 
with  the  top  of  the  mintmark  closer  to  the  ribbon  above. 


San  Francisco  Mintmark  Positions 


Date 

Percent  of  Mintmark 
Left  &  Right  of        Above  &  Below 
Mintmark  Mintmark 

Percent  of 
Mintmark 
Above  Base 
of  Ribbon 

Comments 

1. 

1861-S  A-1 

RD  AO 

SO  -  so 

20 

Small  s 

2. 

1862-S  A-1 

DU  -  nU 

SO  -  so 

OvI  Ow 

20 

Small  s 

3. 

1863-S  A-1 

ou  -  OU 

sn  so 

OU  -  OU 

30 

Small  s 

4. 

1864-S  A-1 

Rn  An 

DU  -  HU 

sn  sn 

OU  -  OU 

20 

Small  s 

5. 

1865-S  A-1 

ftn  An 
DU  -  w 

sn  -  sn 

OU  OU 

50 

Small  Thin  s 

6. 

1866-S  A-1 

DU  -  4U 

sn  sn 

OU  -  OU 

30 

Small  s 

7. 

1867-S  A-1 

ftn  An 
DU  -  4U 

Rn  Rn 

OU  -  OU 

30 

Small  s 

8. 

1868-S  A-1 

an  An 

DU  -  4U 

Rn  Rn 

OU  -  OU 

40 

Small  s 

9. 

1869-S  A-1 

7n  in 

i\J  -  oU 

sn  sn 

OU  -  OU 

30 

Small  Thick  s 

10. 

1870-S  A-1 

i%n  Kn 

OU  -  OU 

An  Rn 

H\J  -  DU 

60 

Small  Thin  s 

11. 

1871-S  A-1 

i>n  <>n 

OU  -  OU 

"^n  7n 

OU  -  /U 

80 

Small  Thin  s 

12. 

1872-S  A-1 

Kn  Rn 

OU  -  OU 

9n  ftn 

cU  -  OU 

80 

Medium  Thick  S 

13. 

1873-S  A-1 

tin  fin 

OU  -  OU 

•^n .  7n 

oU  -  fU 

80 

Small  Thin  s 

14. 

1873-S  A-2 

An  an 

H\J  -  DU 

■^n  7n 

oU  -  /U 

60 

Medium  Thick  S 

15. 

1874-S  A-1 

an  an 

OU  -  OU 

on  ftn 

tU  -  oU 

100 

Micro  Thick  s 

16. 

1874-S  A-2 

>;n  tin 

OU  -  OU 

m  7n 

OU  -  lU 

80 

Small  Thin  s 

17. 

1875-S  A-4 

Kn  i^n 

OU  -  OU 

Rn  Rn 

OU  -  OU 

20 

Medium  Thick  S 

18. 

1875-S  A-5 

Rn  RO 

OU  -  OU 

9n .  ftn 

^U  -  OU 

100 

Micro  Thick  S 

19. 

1875-S  A-6 

An  fin 

tU  -  DU 

•?n  -  7n 

OU  -  f  u 

80 

Micro  Thick  S 

20. 

1876-S  A-1 

sn  -  sn 

OU  OU 

30 

Small  s 

21. 

1876-S  A-2 

RH  -  Rn 
o\j  -  ou 

4n  -  Rn 

hU  -  UU 

50 

Small  s 

22. 

1876-S  A-3 

40  -  fiO 

HU  UU 

40 

Small  s 

23. 

1876-S  A-4 

40  -  fin 

*tU  UU 

40 

Medium  Thick  S 

24. 

1877-S  A-1 

fin .  40 

uu  -  *tu 

sn  -  sn 

OU  -  OU 

20 

Small  s 

25. 

1877-S  A-2 

4n  -  fin 

HU  OU 

40 

Medium  Thick  S 

26. 

1884-S  A-2 

40  -  fin 

HU  -  UU 

sn  -  sn 

OU  OU 

30 

Small  s 

27. 

1885-S  A-1 

70  -  "^n 

40  -  fiO 

HU  UU 

50 

Medium  S 

28. 

1886-S  A-1 

50-50 

40-60 

50 

Medium  S 

29. 

1887-S  A-1 

50  -  50 

SO-SO 

WW  sjyj 

30 

Medium  S 

30. 

1887-S  A-2 

60-40 

40-60 

50 

Medium  S 

31. 

1887-S  A-3 

70-30 

40-60 

50 

Medium  S 

32. 

1888-S  A-1 

70-30 

50-50 

30 

Medium  S 

33. 

1888-S  A-2 

70-30 

40-60 
27 

60 

Medium  S 

San  Francisco  Mintmark  Positions 


Date 

Percent  of  Mintmark 
Left  &  Right  of        Above  &  Below 
Mintmark  Mintmark 

Percent  of 
Mintmark 

Ahnm  Racii 

of  Ribbon 

Comments 

34. 

1889-S  A-1 

60-40 

50  -50 

30 

Medium  S 

35. 

1889-S  A-3 

50-50 

50-50 

20 

Small  s 

36. 

1889-S  A-4 

40-60 

40-60 

60 

Smalls 

37. 

1889-S  A-5 

80-20 

50-50 

30 

Small  s 

38. 

1890-S  A-1 

50-50 

40-60 

50 

Medium  S 

39. 

1890-S  A-2 

50  -  50 

50  -  50 

40 

Small  s 

40. 

1890-S  A-3 

60-40 

60-40 

20 

Medium  S/s 

41. 

1891-S  A-1 

60-40 

30-70 

70 

Medium  S 

42. 

1891-S  A-3 

50-50 

70-30 

10 

Small  s 

43. 

1881-S  A-4 

50-50 

30-70 

70 

Small  s 

44. 

1891-S  A-5 

60-40 

50-50 

40 

Medium  S/s 

Variation  in  mintmark  positioning  is  quite  dramatic  for  the  varieties  during  the 
last  few  years  of  the  series.  With  relatively  large  mintages,  other  varieties  for  these 
years  certainly  exist.  It  is  hoped  that  the  described  technique  will  provide  the  means 
to  more  accurately  describe  these  new  varieties  when  they  have  been  identified. 

The  percentages  providing  the  positioning  of  the  mintmark  have  been  given 
to  the  nearest  10  percent.  It  is  felt  that  more  precise  measurements  could  not  be 
given  because  quality  of  strike,  die  wear  and  the  grade  of  individual  specimens 
are  all  factors  which  will  affect  the  relative  distances  observed  for  the  different  va- 
rieties. Despite  this  problem,  the  measurements  provided  should  be  useful  in  the 
identification  of  the  varieties  of  San  Francisco  Seated  dimes. 


—  WANTED  — 

1851  Seated  Dollar 

Business  Strike  or  Proof,  Original  or  Restrike 

Bill  Coleman  •  LSCC  #828 
1325  Anchor  Lane  •  Merritt  Island,  Florida  32952 
Telephone  (407)453-4332 
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A  Review  of  the  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

by 

Charles  C.  Woodruff 

Al  BIythe's  long  awaited  update  on  the  Seated  half  dime  series  is  now  in  print. 
BIythe's  book  gives  us  a  fresh  look  at  the  half  dinne  series  with  new  infornnatlon 
on  die  varieties  and  rarities  in  the  series.  The  new  text  is  the  latest  in  a  series  of 
numismatic  reference  guides  published  by  David  Lawrence,  and  resembles  his  other 
fine  books  in  terms  of  format  and  quality.  However,  this  book  goes  beyond  some 
of  his  earlier  guides  in  that  it  contains  areas  of  information  not  previously  included. 

If  you  are  a  serious  half  dime  collector,  this  book  belongs  on  your  numismatic 
bookshelf  next  to  your  copy  of  the  Valentine  reference  on  the  series.  BIythe  updates 
and  supplements  the  research  work  done  by  Valentine.  The  photography  is  a  major 
improvement,  and  BIythe  has  included  useful  chapters  on  the  history  of  the  series 
and  the  grading  of  Seated  half  dimes.  He  also  presents  current  information  from 
surveys  and  grading  service  population  reports.  The  LSCC  Half  Dime  Survey  is 
reprinted  in  the  appendix  and  it  is  referred  to  many  times  throughout  the  book. 

BIythe's  comments  on  each  date  and  major  variety  bring  together  his  years  of 
observations  on  the  series.  This  book  presents  his  research  in  the  form  of  well  doc- 
umented variety  attributions,  includes  notes  on  strike  characteristics  and  provides 
rarity  ratings  for  each  date  in  the  series.  In  fact  this  book  represents  the  first  attempt 
to  establish  rarity  ratings  for  each  date  in  the  half  dime  series. 

The  novice  half  dime  collector  will  find  the  book  easy  to  use,  and  discover  that 
it  contains  the  most  up  to  date  accumulation  of  information  on  the  series.  This  book 
brings  together  all  of  the  most  important  information  on  the  subject  of  Seated  half 
dimes.  The  Valentine  book  is  still  needed  however,  as  BIythe  frequently  draws  from 
and  references  Valentine's  work.  Only  the  advanced  variety  specialist  might  be  dis- 
appointed in  that  the  book  does  not  attempt  to  identify  in  fine  descriptive  detail  every 
variety  of  every  date  in  the  series.  Some  high  magnification  photos  are  used  to  il- 
lustrate important  features  of  certain  major  varieties,  but  pictures  are  not  presented 
of  every  die  variety  Publication  constraints  required  that  the  book  focus  on  the  most 
important  and  well  documented  varieties  in  the  series,  with  the  reader  referred  to 
other  sources  of  information  for  specific  information  on  many  varieties. 

One  minor  problem  that  the  reader  may  have  in  using  the  book  is  in  understand- 
ing the  data  presented  on  Scarcity  in  the  Year  &  Mintmark  analysis  section  of  the 
text.  For  the  1841-0  date,  the  LSCC  Survey  Ranking  is  shown  as  "67  (13/21)."  The 
key  to  understanding  these  numbers  is  given  in  the  glossary  under  the  term  "Rank- 
ing". In  this  example  67  is  the  number  of  1841-0  half  dimes  reported  in  the  survey, 
making  it  the  13th  scarcest  of  the  21  dates  reported  for  the  New  Orleans  mint.  The 
presentation  of  PCGS/ANACS/NGC  population  data  follows  a  similar  format.  Keep 
in  mind  that  the  rankings  for  certified  coins  reflect  only  those  graded  MS-60  and 
above.  A  separate  table  of  certified  half  dimes  in  circulated  grades  is  presented 
in  the  appendix. 

It  is  my  belief  that  virtually  all  collectors  and  dealers  interested  in  Seated  half 
dimes  can  benefit  from  this  book.  This  new  text  should  enhance  every  collector's 
enjoyment  of  the  half  dime  series,  and  be  a  useful  reference  for  those  who  wish 
to  enter  the  field  of  attributing  half  dimes  by  variety 

Thank  you  Al,  for  a  job  very  well  done. 
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Liberty  Seated  Dime  Book  at  Printer 

My  new  book,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  went  to  the  printer 
on  May  19th.  The  original  expected  delivery  date  of  June  1st  has  turned  out  to  be 
a  bit  optinnistic.  A  more  realistic  delivery  date  now  appears  to  be  early  July.  Those 
club  mennbers  who  have  ordered  books  will  receive  their  copies  as  fast  as  the  or- 
ders can  be  processed. 

Brian  Greer 
LSCC  #716 


The  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 

LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTERS 

by  Larry  Briggs 

with  Special  Edits  and  Consultation  by  Harry  Smith 

265  Pages 


Over  615  Photographs  including  Full-color  Photos  of 
2  of  the  Known  1873-CC  No  Arrows  Specimens 


Soft-cover   $39.95 

Limited-edition 

Hard-bound   $60.00 

Please  add  $4  postage  for  each  book  purchased 

Send  Check  or  Money  Order  to: 
LARRY  BRIGGS  or       HARRY  SMITH 

P.O.  Box  187  P.O.  Box  705 

Lima,  OH  45802  South  San  Francisco, 

1-419-228-2285  CA  94083 
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A  Possible  Explanation  for  the  Broken  Stripe  Reverses 


About  a  year  ago  William  Atkinson  asked  me  about  an  1848  quarter  that  he  had 
with  the  broken  stripe  reverse.  He  indicated  in  correspondence  that  he  was  just 
getting  involved  in  Seated  type  research  and  was  generally  unfamiliar  with  the  dies 
in  the  quarter  dollar  series.  He  noticed  the  defect  at  the  geometric  center  of  his 
coin  and  mentioned  it  to  me.  I  offered  the  following  possible  explanation  for  this 
defect.  But  remember,  this  response  is  speculation  on  my  part  without  any  contem- 
porary evidence  to  support  the  theory  that  I  have  proposed. 

Tool  steel  for  producing  hubs  would  be  sent  to  the  Philadelphia  mint  slightly 
out  of  round.  Drawn  steel  even  today  will  not  arrive  exactly  straight  unless  one  pays 
a  premium  for  a  centerless  grinding  process.  The  amount  of  deviation  from  perfectly 
straight  can  be  measured  in  inches  over  a  ten  foot  length.  A  section  of  the  round 
drawn  stock,  lets  say  three  feet,  would  be  placed  in  a  lathe.  The  diameter  of  the 
steel,  purchased  oversize,  would  be  turned  down  until  the  section  was  straight  to 
within  a  close  tolerance.  The  lathe  has  a  chock  that  holds  one  end  of  the  section 
in  place.  This  is  a  clamping  action  on  the  steel  section  in  three  or  more  places  around 
the  diameter  of  the  material.  Prior  to  placing  one  end  of  the  section  into  the  chock, 
a  punch  is  used  to  make  a  depression  in  the  center  of  the  opposite  end.  Hence 
the  tool  used  is  called  a  centering  punch.  The  lathe  has  a  moveable  arm  with  a 
cone  shaped  protrusion  attached.  This  fits  into  the  depression  in  the  end  of  the 
steel  section  and  serves  to  hold  it  in  place  while  the  chock  clamps  down  on  the 
opposite  end.  After  the  steel  is  turned  down  so  that  it  is  quite  straight,  the  three 
foot  section  would  be  cut  into  smaller  sections  from  which  the  hubs  would  be  made. 
Ordinarily,  approximately  an  eighth  of  an  inch  is  cut  away  from  the  end  of  the  sec- 
tion with  the  center  punch  hole.  This  is  done  because  the  end  of  a  steel  bar  is  rough 
as  it  is  received  from  the  mill.  Alternatively,  the  end  of  the  section  could  be  ground 
smooth.  If  through  negligence  the  punched  end  were  not  faced  off,  every  so  often 
there  would  be  a  tiny  depression  in  the  center  of  a  new  blank  working  hub.  After 
the  design  is  transferred  from  the  master  die  the  depression  would  blend  in  well 
with  the  reverse  device.  A  small  dimple  on  a  few  reverse  dies  may  not  have  been 
considered  reason  enough  to  have  scrapped  a  prepared  hub  blank.  If  the  mistake 
were  noticed  after  some  labor  had  been  performed  to  make  a  blank  hub,  I  can  see 
why  there  could  be  a  reluctance  to  discard  it.  Tool  steel  may  also  have  been  difficult 
to  obtain  in  the  middle  of  the  19th  century  in  America.  Making  the  best  of  an  un- 
fortunate situation,  the  defective  blank  hubs  may  have  been  marked  for  eagle  de- 
vice reverses  only.  The  dies  with  the  defects  would  have  been  used  only  if  needed 
and  there  certainly  would  have  been  no  reason  to  punch  mintmarks  on  imperfect 
surplus  dies. 

I  have  no  documentation  to  support  the  theory  that  I  have  presented,  but  it  serves 
as  a  possible  explanation  based  upon  my  personal  experiences. 

Andrew  Wells 
LSCC  #1237 
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The  1888-S  Dime 
by 

Bill  Cregan 


The  common  date  Liberty  Seated  dimes  struck  from  1878  to  1891  have  long 
been  one  of  my  special  interests  in  the  Liberty  Seated  coin  series.  Many  of  these 
issues  are  harder  to  locate  than  their  sizable  mintages  should  seem  to  indicate. 
This  is  due  mainly  to  the  increased  demand  for  silver  coins  during  an  expanding 
economy  of  the  time  of  issue  and  the  lack  of  collector  interest  during  the  last  part 
of  the  19th  century.  One  of  my  favorite  issues  from  this  period  is  the  1888-S  dime, 
which  like  its  quarter  companion,  is  distinctly  uncommon  in  the  higher  circulated 
grades  and  very  scarce  in  uncirculated  condition. 

A  major  cause  for  the  rapid  deterioration  of  the  1888-S  dime  was  its  uneven 
strike.  Many  specimens  of  this  date  were  poorly  struck,  creating  weaknesses  in 
the  head,  legs  and  breasts  of  the  Liberty  Seated  figure  on  the  obverse  and  result- 
ing in  weaknesses  to  the  wreath  on  the  reverse.  The  rims  were  also  weakly  im- 
pressed on  both  sides  of  many  specimens,  offering  little  protection  to  the  design 
from  normal  circulation  wear.  These  defects  accelerated  wear  as  the  new  dimes 
circulated  extensively  in  the  new  agricultural  boom  towns  along  the  California  coast 
during  the  1887  to  1890  real  estate  speculation  period. 

Another  factor  influencing  the  availability  of  choice  1888-S  dimes  today  was  the 
lack  of  collector  interest  at  the  time  of  their  release.  How  many  California  residents 
of  the  period  with  their  varied  esoteric  interests  would  have  preserved  a  shinny  new 
1888-S  dime?  To  my  mind,  the  existence  of  a  true  uncirculated  example  out  of  a 
mintage  of  1.8  million  pieces  was  only  a  matter  of  chance  or  accident. 
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In  his  encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes,  the  late  Kam  Ahwash  reported  two 
distinct  die  varieties  for  this  date.  The  1888-S  A-2  variety  is  the  sharper  and  more 
attractive  of  the  two  varieties,  since  it  has  a  re-engraved  obverse  and  a  doubled 
reverse.  These  features  combine  to  produce  clear  detail  for  many  specimens  of 
this  variety.  Other  varieties  besides  the  two  described  by  Ahwash  may  exist  for  this 
date. 

The  1888-S  dime  is  not  a  rare  date  but  it  is  a  very  interesting  issue  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  dime  series.  It  is  especially  appealing  to  the  collector  when  an  issue  has 
deep  historical  ties  to  the  development  of  the  rapidly  changing  society  in  the  early 
West. 

The  pictures  of  the  1888-S  dime  were  taken  by  Chris  Pilliod. 
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Nice  Seated  Coins  from  Brian 


HALF  DIMES 

1839-  0  VG,  Large  0,  rare    $625 

1840-  O  ND,  FA/F,  open  bud  revaru  ....  450 

1846     VF,  rare    525 

1872     Fine,  doubled  die  obverse   40 

1872  Ch.XF,  doubled  die  obverse  ....  125 

DIMES 

1838-0  VF,  nice  $205 

1838-0  VF,  0/0,  nice   205 

1838     XF/AU,  small  stars   155 

1838  AU,  partial  drapery,  dipped  ....  295 

1840     WD,  VF.  nice   140 

1841-  0    PCG8  AU-53,  Medium  0   265 

1842-  0   Ch.VF,  Small  0   95 

1842-0   XF/AU,  Medium  0,  choice   185 

1845-0   XF,  rare  In  this  grade   450 

1846      VQ/Q   72 

1851-0   Abt  XF   125 

1851-0    AU,  rare  in  this  grade   475 

1855  Abt,  XF,  doubled  die  obverse ....  85 

1856-S   Fine,  a  few  light  hits   165 

1858-8   VF/VF-    210 

1858-  8   VF+   310 

'  1859-8   XF,  surface  roughness   335 

1859-  8   Fine,  Auk  toning   185 

1860-  O   VF,  reverse  rim  nick   985 

1862-  8   VF   130 

1863-  8   VG-h   30 

1866  yf++,  nice   725 

1866-  8  AU,  dipped   295 

1867  PF-50,  circulated  proof   725 

1867-  8   VF   85 

1871-  CC  Good,  nice,  rare    625 

1872-  8    XF-4a  nice   220 

1879      Proof   345 

1885-8   AU-55    2875 


QUARTERS 

1840-0  WD,  Ch.VF,  Large  0,  RARE!  ...  $875 

1841  VF/XF,  faint  obverse  scratch  ...  130 

1843-0  XF,  Large  0,  Briggs  plate  coin  . .  650 

1850     VF   85 

1855-0  VF-30    235 

1857-  8   VG,  nice   80 

1858-  0  VF-2a  nice   50 

1865     VF,  nice   140 

1865     VF,  cleaned,  still  nice   120 

1869  Fine   340 

1870  VF   135 

1872-  CC  Fine,  pleasing  surfaces,  rare  . . .  775 

1873      NA,  Abt  XF,  Closed  3,  rare   420 

1878-CC  XF,  nice  toning   90 

1879      VF   195 

1882  XF-45,  old  cleaning,  retoned  ...  310 

1884     XF-H,  dipped  but  nice   330 

1891-0   VF,  super  nice   380 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842-0  80,  Good,  weak  obverse  rim  . .  $450 

1846-0   Tall  Date.  XF-   795 

1849      XF,  dipped,  not  bad    95 

1860      FWF   42 

1865      XF   125 

1870      Ch.  VF   60 

1870-CC  Abt.  Fine   925 

1873-  CC  NA,  F-,  no  E  In  LIBERTY   225 

1873-CC  Arrows.  Good   100 

1879      XF   360 

1881  Abt  XF   310 

1882  G-t-/VG.  nice    205 

1882     AU,  cleaned,  retoned   395 

1886     VG/Flne   330 

1891      XF-h-H.  nice   145 

1891     VF,  dipped,  retoning   87 


BUYING:  Problem  free  rare  dates  and  rare  varieties. 

TERMS:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  21  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason. 
Please  add  $2.00  postage  on  all  orders.  Additional  coins  available. 
Layaway  service  available,  please  Inquire. 

BRIAN  GREER  •  LSCC#716 
P.O.  Box  1781  •  Broomfield,  Colorado  80038 
Telephone  (303)  239-8491 
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An  Interesting  1876  Half  Dollar  Variety 

by 

Frank  Van  Valen 


As  a  long  time  auction  cataloguer  for  Q.  David  Bowers,  a  good  many  rare  coins 
have  crossed  my  desk.  Some  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series  have 
shown  up  right  here  in  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  and  I  have  seen  or  written  about 
all  of  them.  As  with  so  many  other  facets  of  everyday  life,  just  when  you  think  that 
you  have  seen  it  all,  something  new  and  interesting  comes  along  and  catches  your 
eye. 

Several  months  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  Dennis  Fuoss,  a  long  time  customer 
of  our  firm  from  west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  seems  that  Dennis  was  at  a  coin  show 
not  too  far  from  his  home  and  came  upon  an  1876  half  dollar  with  a  Type  I  reverse. 
This  was  certainly  not  unusual  but  this  particular  coin  exhibited  two  dates. 

The  first  date  had  been  initially  punched  too  low  into  the  die,  it  was  partly  ef- 
faced, and  a  second  date  then  punched  into  a  more  suitable  position.  I  immedi- 
ately consulted  Walter  Breen's  encyclopedia  to  determine  the  variety  of  this  coin, 
only  to  find  that  Breen  made  no  mention  of  it.  That  very  day  I  wrote  to  LSCC  Pres- 
ident John  McCloskey  and  described  the  coin  to  him.  He  informed  me  that  he  had 
never  seen  an  example  of  this  variety  and  suggested  that  I  contact  Randall  Wiley. 
Randy  has  been  writing  a  book  on  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  varieties  but  hadn't 
seen  an  example  of  this  variety  either.  Armed  with  these  facts,  it  became  obvious 
that  we  had  a  new  half  dollar  variety  on  our  hands. 

The  1876  issue  is  considered  so  common  that  not  many  people  even  bother 
to  study  examples  of  this  date.  Dennis  Fuoss  did  take  a  closer  look  at  his  coin  and 
credit  for  the  discovery  of  this  new  variety  belongs  to  him.  Dennis  has  given  per- 
mission to  Randy  to  use  this  new  variety  in  his  upcoming  half  dollar  encyclopedia. 
This  recent  discovery  shows  that  there  are  plenty  of  new  varieties  just  waiting  for 
an  interested  collector  to  come  along  and  properly  identify  them. 
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A  Twice  Countermarked  1853  Half  Dollar 

by 

Donald  Heifer 


An  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  half  dollar  in  good  condition  is  not  generally  a  coin  that 
excites  nnuch  interest  among  Liberty  Seated  collectors.  But  this  particular  coin  was 
removed  from  circulation  some  time  during  the  1850s  and  countermarked  on  the 
obverse  J.M.  TAYLOR/BROKER/CHATHAM  ST/COR.  JAMES  NY.  The  coin  was  then 
placed  back  into  circulation  with  its  obvious  message  for  anyone  who  might  hap- 
pen to  be  in  need  of  a  broker.  The  J.M.  TAYLOR  countermark  appears  in  two  dif- 
ferent forms  on  Liberty  Seated  quarters  and  half  dollars  and  on  various  Latin 
American  pieces  which  were  circulating  legal  tender  at  the  time.  The  CHATHAM 
ST  variety,  Brunk  #39480,  is  known  on  47  Liberty  Seated  quarters  and  eight  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  with  40  of  the  quarters  and  five  of  the  half  dollars  dated  1853. 
Even  though  this  variety  is  rather  common  as  a  countermarked  coin,  it  is  desirable 
in  that  it  has  both  a  name  and  a  location  for  attribution.  The  earliest  reference  to 
the  J.M.  TAYLOR  countermark  that  I  am  aware  of  is  from  a  listing  of  countermarked 
modern  coins  of  the  world  by  F.G.  Duffield  published  in  various  articles  in  the  Nu- 
mismatist over  seventy  years  ago. 

As  a  collector  of  both  Liberty  Seated  coins  and  countermarked  coins  this  piece 
stands  out  as  very  unusual  because  it  has  a  second  countermark  on  the  reverse. 
In  tiny  letters  on  the  reverse  the  second  countermark  reads  MILLS  & 
DODGE/CHICAGO.  Judging  from  the  appearance  of  the  two  countermarks  and  the 
surfaces  of  the  coin,  I  believe  that  the  J.M.  TAYLOR  countermark  was  the  first  of 
the  two  countermarks  to  be  stamped  into  the  coin.  This  coin  also  shows  the  effects 
of  circulation  following  the  addition  of  the  MILLS  &  DODGE  countermark. 
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J.M.  Taylor  Countermark  on  1853  Half  Dollar 


I  have  found  no  reference  to  the  MILLS  &  DODGE/CHICAGO  countermark  in 
checking  reference  books  on  countermarked  coins.  I  also  drew  a  blank  when  check- 
ing contemporary  sources  for  the  name  MILLS  &  DODGE  in  the  northeast  Illinois 
area.  The  coin  was  located  by  Jerry  Jaeger  of  Wauconda  Coin,  Wauconda,  Illinois 
and  sold  to  me  several  years  ago.  He  could  not  attribute  MILLS  &  DODGE  and  I 
have  been  unable  to  do  so  as  well.  If  anyone  can  assist  us  in  the  attribution  of  this 
countermark  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  them.  Please  write  with  any  infor- 
mation to:  Donald  Heifer,  P.O.  Box  373,  Island  Lake,  Illinois  60042. 


MILLS  &  DODGE  Countermark  on  1853  Half  Dollar 
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A  Silver  DoUar's  Story 

Noisy  miners  tort  us  from  the  earthy 
what  we  had  slept  for  mMons  of  years, 
others  trundUd  us  to  Carson  City, 
■where  workers  melted  us  and  added  copper, 
s<^ueezed  us  ionq  and  thin  in  ri^id  To(krs, 
cut  us  all  apart  and  scrubbed  us, 
stamped  our  flat  sides  with  draped  female, 
with  shield  and  eagk  and  the  number  1873. 

Workers  confined  me  in  a  bag  and  sent  me  out, 
twin  to  my  two  thousand  jangling  sisters, 
others  counted,  stacked  and  bagged  me  again, 
passed  me  to  the  man  who  owrved  the  land, 
from  which  I  had  been  so  rudely  ripped  away. 
From  him  to  factory  owner,  to  a  worker, 
then  to  a  bartender  reeking  sweat  and  booze, 
who  gave  me  to  his  landloTd  in  a  stac^, 
who  lost  me  in  a  crooked  poker  game. 
After  gunfire,  the  sheriff  picked  me  up. 

Thence  to  a  bank,  a  landlord,  Ins  sad  wife, 
to  a  grocer  over  screams  about  fits  prices, 
then  his  son,  forced  to  surrender  me  at  school, 
after  threats  of  beatings  from  the  dassroom  bully, 
then  to  a  gunshop  for  a  pack  of  buUeis, 
then  to  another  bank,  and  around  again, 
landlords,  ladies,  stagecoach  robbers,  sheriff, 
sobbing  housewives,  merchants,  clerks  and  others, 
dozens  of  raging  and  regvaful  spenders. 

Decades  later,  after  they  were  dead, 
1  lay  forgotten  in  a  dresser  drawer, 
till  coin  collectors  found  and  traded  me, 
sold,  photographed  and  displayed  me, 
sealed  me  in  a  plastic  slab, 
and  gleefully  wrote  about  me. 
Would  that  I  could  ted  the  bitter  stories, 
of  all  those  who  had  to  give  me  up. 

V\falter  Breen,  LSCC  ^10 
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An  1875  Dime  with  a  Repunched  Date 


by 

Christopher  F.  Pilliod 

The  year  1875,  was  apparently  a  very  tough  year  for  the  die  makers  at  the  Phil- 
adelphia mint.  Just  about  every  Liberty  Seated  denomination  of  this  year  has  some 
nicely  repunched  dates.  The  1875  twenty  cent  pieces  even  have  some  wildly  re- 
punched  digits  in  the  denticles.  But  probably  the  most  bizarre  repunched  digit  of 
this  year  that  I  have  seen  was  discovered  recently  on  an  1875  dime. 

The  1875  dime  that  I  found  at  the  recent  FUN  show  had  the  top  of  a  digit  1  pro- 
truding from  the  denticles  below  the  8  in  the  date.  This  extra  digit  extends  out  well 
above  the  denticles  and  is  very  strongly  impressed.  This  is  one  of  the  strongest 
digits  that  I  have  yet  to  see  in  the  denticles  and  is  another  example  of  one  of  those 
pieces  that  I  have  purchased  at  the  tail  end  of  a  show. 

Terry  Searcy  was  actually  the  first  to  spot  this  coin  at  the  table  of  a  dealer  we 
were  visiting.  At  first  we  thought  that  the  extra  digit  was  a  die  chip  and  placed  it 
back  into  the  dealer's  case.  But  it  was  the  end  of  the  show  with  few  dealers  re- 
maining so  we  had  time  to  study  the  piece  in  more  detail.  I  gradually  realized  that 
it  was  quite  likely  the  top  of  an  extra  1  that  was  extending  out  between  the  denti- 
cles. Confirmation  was  established  when  it  was  observed  that  further  to  the  right 
in  the  denticles  there  was  a  curved  arc  of  an  8,  a  segment  which  can  barely  be 
seen  in  the  photograph.  Dave  Thomas  was  at  the  show  and  agreed  with  the  final 
assessment  we  made  on  this  variety.  I  have  since  measured  this  extra  digit  and 
it  is  identical  in  size  to  the  digit  1  in  the  date. 

This  coin  turned  out  to  be  my  nicest  find  at  the  FUN  show. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1839-0   Recut  1&9,  slider  Unc,  bent, 

shattered  reverse   $190 

1842-0   VF-t-  original,  some  rev.  marlcs  .  115 

1845     1845/1845,  XF-45,  original   75 

1847      18/18,  XF,  light  toning  48 

1847     18/18,  XF,  cleaned   30 

1855  AU,  original,  daric  toning   80 

1858  Over  Inverted  Date,  VF,  medium 
gray  brown   115 

1860  1860/1860,  XF,  medium 

gray   80 

1861  1/0,  AU,  light  gray   275 

1861      1/0,  VF,  light  gray   70 

1861      1/0,  VQ,  light  gray   20 

DIMES 

1837  Large  Date,  Q/AQ,  light  gray  —  $15 

1840  Drapery,  Q-   16 

1841  1841/841,  Q,  old  cleaning   12 

1842-  0  Medium  0,  XF,  scratches, 

shattered  reverse   55 

1843  1843/3,  XF,  unlisted,  original ....  42 

1843     VF,  unlisted  SP-4   25 

1843-  0   F■^-^,  medium  gray   125 

1845      1845/1845,  G   10 

1845  1845/1845,  VF,  original,  rough .. .  60 
1845-0    XF/AU,  rare    775 

1846  XF,  rare    785 

1853     WA,  XF,  multi-color  toning   37 

1856  Small  Date,  XF-45,  medium  gray .  50 
1856  Small  Date,  XF,  medium  gray  ...  32 
1856  Small  Date,  XF,  cleaned,  rim  cud  25 
1856  18/18,  A-4,  VG,  medium  gray  ... .  11 
1856-0   56/56,  F-t-/VF,  date  recut  up   35 

1856-  0    56/56,  Q,  data  recut  down   12 

1857-  0    Large  0,  A-2,  VF   22 

1859  A-2,  AU,  old  dipping   140 

1860-S  Abt  VF,  light  golden  blue  gray . . .  80 


DIMES 

1861      A-3,  XF-45,  choice.  Type  II  $42 

1865-8   VF/F,  A-1,  original   70 

1869-8   AU-,  original   135 

1872      AU,  unlisted,  die  gouges 

in  shield  &  drapery   125 

1872  VF,  2  in  base,  medium  gray   18 

1873  Open  3,  NA,  VF,  medium  gray  ...  75 

1873-8   VF,  medium  to  dark  gray   50 

1873-S    F,  Tail  S,  medium  gray   37 

1875      F-t-,  blundered  die,  1  in  denticles, 

5  in  base   45 

1876-CC  VF,  extra  6  in  drapery, 

light  obverse  mark   35 

1876-  CC  VQ,  rare,  fype  II  Reverse    30 

1877      7/7,  A-4,  VF,  dark  toning   12 

1877-  CC  XF,  doubled  die  reverse   38 

1886      1886/86,  F-i-,  light  gray   18 

1887-  8   XF,  original,  medium  gray   20 

1888-  8   AU,  polished,  now  blue  gold   65 

1889-  8  XF,  original,  medium  gray   70 

1890  F-t-i-,  original,  medium  blue  gray .  8 

1890-  8   XF-45,  old  cleaning,  blue  gold  . .  70 

1891  XF-h,  light  gray   18 

1891-  0    XF,  original,  blue  gray   27 

1891-8   VF,  multi-color  toning   12 

QUARTERS 

1839      Reverse  of  1838,  XF,  choice  . . .  $260 

1853  A&R,  XF,  some  luster,  original . .  175 

1854  sharp,  multi  color  toning  . .  70 

1860-  0   VF,  partial  0,  original   50 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1848-0    XF,  Open  4,  Breen  #4811.  rare  .  $200 

1861-  0    XF-t-,  Confederate  obv,  medium 

gray  blue  green   375 


Nice  Original  Copies  of  Gobrecht  Journal 

Issues  #27,  #29   $10  each 

Issues  #30,  #31,  #32,  #33,  #34,  #35,  #36,  #37,  #38  $8  each 

Issue  #41   $6 

or  $80  for  entire  lot.  Postage  Paid  on  any  Journal. 

14-day  return  privilege.  Personal  ctiecks  must  clear.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Please  add  $2.00  post- 
age and  handling  on  all  orders.  Many  other  dimes  and  varieties  available.  Want  Lists  Solicited. 

TERRY  SEARCY  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361  day  or  night 
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An  1856  Half  with  a  Blundered  1 


by 

Glenn  Peterson 

Recently,  I  have  been  attempting  to  collect  a  set  of  Seated  halves  by  Breen  vari- 
ety. I  realize  that  this  is  an  ambitious  project  but  one  which  has  already  produced 
an  interesting  discovery.  In  my  search  for  interesting  half  dollar  varieties,  I  have 
found  two  1853-0  Seated  halves  which  match  Breen's  description  #4842  "Blund- 
ered 1.  Part  of  base  of  extra  1  from  r  top  of  1  in  date."  This  variety  may  not  be  "very 
rare"  as  Breen  states  but  I  felt  that  it  was  a  particularly  interesting  anomaly 

At  a  recent  show  I  was  examining  a  group  of  Seated  halves  in  a  dealer's  case, 
looking  at  the  dates  under  strong  magnification.  While  I  was  examining  the  coin 
pictured  below,  I  noticed  that  familiar  looking  protrusion  extending  out  from  the  up- 
per portion  of  the  1  in  the  date.  But  the  coin  I  was  examining  was  not  an  1853-0, 
rather  it  was  dated  1856. 1  showed  the  coin  to  several  other  LSCC  members  and 
they  said  that  they  had  never  seen  the  Blundered  1  on  an  1856  half.  I,  therefore, 
decided  to  submit  this  variety  for  publication  in  the  Journal  and  ask  if  anyone  else 
has  seen  this  interesting  1856  half  dollar  variety. 

The  picture  of  the  1856  half  dollar  was  taken  by  Chris  Pilliod. 


1856  Half  Dollar  with  Blundered  1 

41 


LSCC  Annual  Meeting 


The  19th  Annual  meeting  of  the  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  101st 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The  convention 
will  be  held  at  the  Orange  County  Convention  Center  in  Orlando,  Florida  from  Aug- 
ust 12th  through  August  16th,  1992.  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  10:00 
a.m.  on  Thursday,  August  13th  in  Room  10-B  at  the  Convention  Center.  Please  try 
to  attend.  There  will  be  an  announcement  of  the  results  of  this  year's  election  of 
Officers,  an  announcement  of  the  article  selected  as  the  best  contribution  to  nu- 
mismatic research  to  appear  in  the  first  50  issues  of  the  journal,  an  announcement 
of  the  article  selected  as  the  best  to  appear  in  the  journal  during  the  past  year,  a 
short  business  meeting  and  an  opportunity  for  members  to  exchange  information 
on  Seated  coins. 

The  business  meeting  will  include  a  financial  report  for  the  current  year  by  the 
club  Secretary-Treasurer,  the  setting  of  dues  for  the  next  club  year  and  a  discus- 
sion of  sales  figures  for  the  three  collective  volumes.  Every  attempt  will  be  made 
to  keep  the  discussion  on  each  agenda  item  short  and  to  the  point  so  that  we  can 
have  a  brisk,  informative  session. 


1870-S  HALVES 

WANTED formy  Collection 

I  am  looking  for  attractive  examples  of  this  date  in  all  grades  from 
AG  to  XF.  Please  contact  me  if  you  have  original  coins  to  sell. 
Duplicates  are  welcome. 

DAVID  LOVE  •  LSCC  #1350 
P.O.  Box  697  •  Tualatin,  Oregon  97062 


-  LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS  - 

BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE 

Dennis  Garstang,  LSCC  #481 
Box  670 

Belle,  Missouri  65013 

Telephone  (314)  364-5095  evenings 
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The  1891  Quarter,  Low  89  in  Denticles 


by 

Gerald  L.  Kochel 

In  1988,  while  a  student  at  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar,  I  attended  one  of  the 
after  dark  rap  sessions  conducted  by  Bill  Fivaz.  Bill  spoke  about  mint  errors  and 
passed  out  a  sheet  called  Cherrypicker's  Top  25,  Part  2.  Item  #16  on  that  sheet 
was  an  1891  quarter.  Low  89  in  Denticles.  Bill  had  first  reported  on  this  variety  in 
Issue  #34  of  the  journal  in  November  1985  but  I  had  never  actually  seen  one.  This 
coin  aroused  my  curiosity  a  great  deal  and  at  this  point  the  search  began. 

It  took  me  about  two  and  a  half  years,  but  in  the  spring  of  1991,  I  spotted  an 
example  of  this  variety  at  a  local  coin  auction  in  Ephrata,  Pennsylvania.  The  coin 
graded  FA/F  and  I  was  able  to  purchase  it  at  a  normal  price  for  an  1891  quarter, 
not  paying  a  premium  for  the  blundered  die. 

I  took  the  coin  with  me  to  the  ANA  convention  in  Chicago  in  August  1991. 1  an- 
nounced my  find  at  the  LSCC  meeting  and  showed  it  to  a  few  interested  club  mem- 
bers. I  then  took  the  coin  to  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton  on  the  Convention  bourse 
floor.  J.T.  asked  if  he  could  photograph  the  coin  and  I  obliged.  Bill  said  that  the  vari- 
ety did  not  appear  in  the  Cherrypicker's  Guide  because  he  was  unable  to  locate 
the  picture  that  he  had  taken  of  the  variety  before  publication  of  the  guide. 

I  have  decided  to  share  my  find  with  all  LSCC  members  through  this  presenta- 
tion in  the  journal.  The  enlarged  photograph  taken  by  me  should  verify  the  low  89 
in  the  denticles  for  this  variety. 


1891  Quarter,  Low  89  in  Denticles 
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An  1845  Dime  with  Recut  Date 


by 

Bill  Fivaz 

Although  this  variety  has  been  known  for  several  years,  it  is  not  listed  in  the 
Ahwash  Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Dinnes  and  it  has  not  been  written  about 
in  the  journal.  The  1845  date  is  exceptionally  thick  and  the  doubling  or  repunching 
can  be  seen  on  all  four  digits.  The  heavy  logo  punch  appears  to  be  the  same  as 
that  used  on  the  1845  A-3  dime  but  the  date  on  the  new  variety  is  lower  and  closer 
to  the  denticles. 

The  1  in  the  date  is  repunched  with  the  tip  of  another  1  showing  directly  below 
the  center  of  the  base  with  doubling  also  appearing  under  the  upper  serif  of  the 
1.  The  8  shows  the  arc  of  another  8  within  both  loops  of  the  digit  and  the  4  has 
remnants  of  another  4  beneath  the  horizontal  crossbar  The  5  has  doubling  under 
the  flag  of  the  digit  and  there  is  an  extra  segment  between  the  ball  and  the  vertical 
upright  of  the  5. 

The  lower  left  serif  of  the  1  is  touching  a  denticle  and  the  lower  right  serif  is 
nearly  touching  the  8.  The  left  tip  of  the  4  is  touching  the  8  and  the  right  tip  of  the 
horizontal  crossbar  is  touching  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  pendant  is  located  over  the 
center  of  the  upright  of  the  4,  a  position  more  to  the  left  in  relation  to  the  date  than 
on  the  1845  A-3  variety.  Finally,  there  is  a  thin  die  crack  that  runs  from  a  denticle 
to  the  left  of  the  1  and  on  through  the  base  of  the  1.  It  continues  on  through  the 
lower  loop  of  the  8,  runs  across  the  horizontal  crossbar  of  the  4  and  continues  down- 
ward from  the  ball  of  the  5  through  the  right  side  of  this  digit  and  on  to  a  denticle 
to  the  right  of  the  date. 


1845  Dime  with  Recut  Date 
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I  have  found  two  specimens  of  this  variety,  one  grading  EF-40  and  the  other 
AU-50.  On  the  reverse  of  the  AU  specimen,  there  are  very  prominent  clashmarks 
and  there  is  a  thin  die  crack  running  from  the  denticle  above  the  I  in  UNITED,  through 
that  letter  and  on  to  the  adjacent  leaf.  The  EF  coin  does  not  show  the  clashmarks 
or  the  reverse  die  crack. 


The  Complete  Guide  to 

LIBERTY  SEATED  DIMES 

A  Reference  Book 
by 

Brian  Greer 

•  Approximately  185  Pages 

•  300  Photographs 

•  Complete  Date  &  Mint  Mark  Analysis 

•  Rarity  Ratings  by  Date  &  Grade 

•  Population  Rankings  of  Certified  Coins 

•  Pricing  Guidelines 

•  Grading 

•  Series  History 


Soft  Cover    $36.95 

Limited  Edition  Hard  Cover  . .  $56.95 

Please  add  $3.50  for  Shipping  and  Handling 

Send  Check  or  Money  Order  to: 
Brian  Greer 
P.O.  Box  1781 
Broomfield,  CO  80038 
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An  Interesting  1854-0  Quarter 

by 

Neil  Clasen 

My  copy  of  the  Briggs  Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  arrived  on  the 
weekend,  giving  me  an  uninterrupted  block  of  time  to  study  my  New  Orleans  quar- 
ter set.  I  know  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  not  looking  closely  at  each  of  the  coins 
I  own,  but  I  decided  to  make  up  for  lost  time. 

The  time  that  I  spent  with  my  coins  paid  off  as  I  was  able  to  identify  some  in- 
teresting varieties  in  the  series.  But  I  also  encountered  an  AU  1854-0  quarter  that 
defied  categorization  from  the  descriptions  provided  in  the  encyclopedia.  The  ob- 
verse is  clearly  an  example  of  Obv.  1,  identified  by  the  spur  on  the  base  of  the  1 
in  the  date.  The  1  is  clearly  recut  to  the  left  and  the  left  arrow  is  recut  at  the  inter- 
section with  the  shaft  as  shown  in  Figure  1. 

The  obverse  is  spectacularly  recut  as  shown  in  Figure  2.  There  is  a  noticeable 
shelf  around  much  of  the  obverse  design,  but  I  can  find  no  evidence  at  all  of  the 
die  cracks  mentioned  by  Briggs  for  this  obverse. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  identify  the  reverse  of  my  coin  from  among  those  listed 
in  the  encyclopedia.  Characteristics  include  a  die  gouge  connecting  the  letters  OF 
as  shown  in  Figure  3  and  several  die  scratches  connecting  the  ES  in  STATES.  There 
are  also  some  diagonal  scratches  running  from  the  A  in  GUAR  to  the  denticles  as 
shown  in  Figure  4. 

The  pictures  of  the  1854-0  quarter  were  taken  by  Ron  Schmidt  of  Numismatic 
Video  Prints. 


Figure  1  Figure  2 


1854-0  Quarter 
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Figure  3  Figure  4 


1854-0  Quarter 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Reference  Book  to  be  Published 

Randy  Wiley  and  I  are  currently  working  on  a  new  reference  book  for  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars.  This  book  will  be  the  third  in  a  series  of  reference  books  on 
Liberty  Seated  coinage  published  by  DLRC  Press.  Our  emphasis  in  this  book  will 
be  on  the  verbal  and  pictorial  descriptions  of  approxinnately  330  major  varieties  in 
the  Seated  half  dollar  series.  Other  sections  will  include  rarity  estimates,  a  price 
analysis,  certified  coin  listings,  mintmark  characteristics,  edge  reeding  features, 
a  coin  diameter  analysis,  numismatic  history  and  error  coin  listings.  Of  particular 
interest  to  many  collectors  will  be  a  lengthy  comparison  of  pricing  information  from 
Redbook,  Coin  World  Trends  and  Coin  Prices.  We  will  also  provide  our  own  esti- 
mate of  value  for  each  date  and  variety  based  upon  our  experience  with  the  series. 

This  new  book  will  include  information  on  numerous  popular  varieties  and  some 
previously  unpublished  varieties  with  easy  identification  methods  for  each  variety. 
There  will  also  be  extensive  supplementary  information  to  aid  the  novice  or  advanced 
collector  in  his  collecting  goals  for  the  series.  I  anticipate  that  this  new  book  on 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  will  be  available  some  time  during  the  fall  of  1992. 

Bill  Bugert 
LSCC  #455 


47 


An  1861-S  Half  Dollar  Die  Variety 

by 

A.  Paul  Brill 

In  Issue  #35  of  the  journal,  Harry  Snnith  reported  on  an  unusual  die  variety  of 
the  1861-S  half  dollar  which  had  small  cuds  on  the  outer  edge  and  at  the  tip  of  the 
eagle's  right  wing  on  the  reverse.  Besides  these  two  cuds,  there  were  several  die 
cracks  emanating  from  the  upper  and  lower  arrowheads  and  another  connecting 
the  bases  of  the  F  in  OF  to  the  first  A  in  AMERICA.  I  have  recently  purchased  an 
AU  1861-S  half  dollar  which  matches  Harry's  description  with  a  number  of  minor 
differences.  My  coin  has  the  following  characteristics: 

1.  A  die  crack  runs  from  the  lower  arrowhead  to  the  right  side  of  the  period  after 
DOL  and  on  into  the  denticles  opposite  the  period. 

2.  A  very  fine  die  crack  radiates  at  a  perpendicular  from  the  upper  side  of  the  mid- 
dle arrowhead  and  runs  out  into  the  field. 

3.  A  die  crack  radiates  from  the  tip  of  the  upper  arrowhead  and  runs  out  into  the 
field. 

4.  A  die  crack  runs  from  the  last  S  in  STATES  through  the  base  of  the  letters  OF 
and  on  into  the  base  of  the  first  A  in  AMERICA. 

5.  A  die  crack  runs  from  the  lower  outside  edge  of  the  left  wing  to  the  base  of 
the  N  in  UNITED  and  on  through  the  N  and  into  the  base  of  the  1. 

6.  A  die  crack  runs  from  the  D  in  UNITED  and  on  through  the  base  of  the  ST  in 
STATES 

7.  There  are  no  cuds  on  either  the  obverse  or  the  reverse  of  my  coin. 


Perhaps  some  or  all  of  the  same  cracks  were  present  on  Harry's  coin  but  were 
either  not  reported  or  were  not  visible  because  of  the  lower  grade  of  his  coin.  Most 
of  these  die  cracks  are  not  reported  by  Beistle  in  his  register  of  half  dollar  die  varieties. 

Finally,  I  have  the  impression  that  the  1861-S  half  dollar  may  not  be  as  plentiful 
as  its  mintage  of  939,500  pieces  might  suggest.  I  scanned  through  the  last  28  is- 
sues of  the  journal  and  found  only  eight  offerings  of  the  1861-S  half  dollar  in  all 
grades.  Any  comments  or  observations  on  these  findings  are  welcome. 


1861-S  Half  Dollar 


RELAX 

■  As  a  hobby,  numismatics  provides  an  enjoyable  escape  from 
the  stress  of  daily  life. 

■  Dealing  with  a  coin  company  shouldn't  conflict  with  that. 

■  At  J.J.  Teaparty,  we  make  your  collecting  a  pleasure. 

J.J.  Teaparty 

51  Bromfield  St.  •  Boston.  MA  02108  •  (800)343-6412  (617)482-2398 
Ed  Leventhal  PMG  *255  ANA  LM«654 

Committed  to  the  Fine  Art  of  Numismatics 
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Convention  Conversations,  Summer  1992 

by 

Larry  Briggs 


This  column  is  intended  to  provide  answers  to  questions  that  have  been  raised 
at  recent  numismatic  conventions.  I  hope  that  the  information  provided  will  be  help- 
ful to  all  club  members  interested  in  the  study  of  Liberty  Seated  Coinage. 

Q.  /  have  seen  doubling  on  the  obverse  of  several  Seated  coins  around  the  stars 
and  the  interior  design,  especially  for  the  years  1853  and  1854.  Were  these  coins 
struck  from  doubled  dies?  RG 

A.  No.  What  appears  to  be  doubling  around  the  stars  and  the  interior  design  on 
some  coins  is  actually  the  result  of  recutting  in  an  attempt  to  extend  the  life 
of  the  dies  so  that  more  coins  could  be  struck  from  them.  This  is  especially 
true  for  quarter  and  half  dollar  dies  used  to  strike  1853  and  1854  coins.  If  you 
look  closer  at  the  coins  in  question,  you  will  find  that  the  overall  design  is  weaker 
and  that  in  many  cases  there  will  be  die  polish  lines  in  the  protected  areas  of 
the  field  or  in  the  recessed  areas  of  the  design.  These  coins  were  struck  from 
reworked  dies,  not  doubled  dies. 

0.  On  occasion  I  have  come  across  a  key  date  Seated  coin  at  a  smaller  shov/  where 
no  one  is  available  to  substantiate  that  a  rare  date  coin  is  genuine.  Because  I 
don't  possess  the  overall  knowledge  myself  to  determine  whether  the  coin  is 
genuine,  I  often  pass  on  the  coin.  If  genuine  the  coin  would  be  a  good  bargain 
and  fill  a  hole  in  my  collection.  Is  there  any  solution  for  myself  and  others  like 
me  who  find  themselves  in  this  position?  JT 

A.  There  are  several  ways  to  protect  yourself  when  you  encounter  this  situation. 
First  of  all,  there  are  very  few  outright  gifts  in  numismatics.  If  something  seems 
like  an  outrageous  bargain,  chances  are  it  isn't.  If  no  one  is  present  who  might 
have  the  knowledge  to  authenticate  the  item  you  are  seeking,  ask  the  dealer 
if  he  might  allow  the  coin  to  be  sent  to  ANACS  for  authentication.  You  might 
also  ask  the  dealer  if  he  would  send  the  coin  to  someone  you  know  who  would 
have  the  knowledge  to  authenticate  the  coin.  There  are  a  number  of  consul- 
tants used  by  ANACS  and  the  other  grading  services,  the  authenticator  selected 
depending  upon  the  nature  of  the  coin  in  question.  Whether  you  know  the  dealer 
or  not,  you  should  ask  him  to  give  you  his  unconditional  terms  of  refund  in  writ- 
ing should  you  acquire  the  coin  from  him  and  later  have  doubts  about  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  coin.  It  would  be  in  your  best  interests  to  pass  on  an  item  should 
the  dealer  refuse  to  agree  to  any  of  the  protections  stated  above.  By  following 
at  least  some  of  the  previously  mentioned  precautions,  you  will  be  able  to  save 
yourself  headaches  and  disappointments  so  often  encountered  from  purcha- 
ses of  altered  or  counterfeit  coins. 
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*  Collective  Volumes  Available  *— * 


In  order  to  make  the  information  in  the  early  issues  of  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  available  to  all  LSCC  members,  the  club  has  chosen  to  reprint 
the  articles  in  these  issues  in  hard  bound  collective  volumes.  There  have 
been  three  collective  volumes  printed  to  date,  each  containing  the  mate- 
rial printed  in  the  journal  over  a  period  of  five  years.  The  articles  in  these 
collective  volumes  have  been  ordered  by  denomination  and  date  to  make 
it  easy  for  the  reader  to  locate  a  specific  article  or  to  research  a  specific 
date.  The  first  section  contains  articles  of  general  interest  which  cut 
across  denominations.  Subsequent  sections  contain  information  on  spe- 
cific denominations  starting  with  half  dimes  and  progressing  through 
to  dollars.  These  volumes  contain  many  original  articles  on  Seated 
coinage  not  available  in  any  other  numismatic  books  currently  on  the 
market. 

The  collective  volumes  represent  the  latest  available  research  on  the 
silver  Liberty  Seated  coinage  of  the  19th  century.  Each  book  is  attrac- 
tively bound  in  a  hard  cover  in  a  7  by  10  inch  format.  All  prices  include 
postage. 

Collective  Volume  Number  One 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  the  first  18  issues  of 
the  journal  that  were  released  between  December  1974  and  July  1980. 
This  volume  contains  almost  390  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins. 
Price:  $29  per  copy. 

Collective  Volume  Number  Two 

This  Volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #19  to  #33  of 
the  journal  that  were  released  between  November  1980  and  July  1985. 
This  volume  contains  380  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins.  Price:  $29 
per  copy. 

Collective  Volume  Number  Three 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #34  to  #48  of 
the  journal  that  were  released  between  November  1985  and  July  1990. 
This  volume  contains  470  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins.  Price:  $34 
per  copy. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  LSCC  and  send  to: 
John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC 
5718  King  Arthur  Dr. 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

I  read  with  interest  your  article  on  the  1849  quarter  with  the  broken  stripe  re- 
verse and  I  am  certain  that  the  circular  defect  is  the  result  of  a  centering  punch 
used  in  the  preparation  of  the  reverse  die.  If  you  find  the  center  of  the  reverse  die 
on  this  or  the  other  dates  that  you  mentioned,  you  will  find  that  this  point  coincides 
exactly  with  the  die  defect.  For  this  reason  and  the  fact  that  the  stripe  indentation 
appears  rounded,  I  can  only  conclude  that  this  anomaly  was  in  fact  caused  by  a 
centering  punch  made  during  the  preparation  of  the  reverse  die.  As  you  also  men- 
tioned, this  is  a  common  anomaly  in  the  Bust  half  dollar  series  and  it  is  a  diagnostic 
point  frequently  used  to  identify  Bust  half  dollars  by  Overton  die  variety.  I  have  also 
found  this  die  anomaly  on  1854, 1856,  1857  and  1858  quarters  but  not  on  an  1848 
quarter.  Congratulations  on  an  interesting  article. 

Ron  Hunderfund,  LSCC  #797 

Reading  Mr.  Bowers'  Adventures  in  Rare  Coins,  I  came  across  something  that 
I  considered  quite  amusing.  Bowers  quotes  a  contemporary  of  1876  whose  contempt 
for  the  Liberty  Seated  design  is  very  clear.  The  design  is  described  as  "a  young 
woman  sitting  on  nothing  in  particular,  wearing  nothing  to  speak  of,  looking  over 
her  shoulder  at  nothing  imaginable,  and  bearing  in  her  left  hand  something  that 
looks  like  a  broomstick  with  a  nightcap  on  it.  Such  a  figure  has  no  proper  place 
on  a  coin,  it  is  without  beauty  and  without  meaning.  Why  is  it  that  we  have  the  ugli- 
est money  in  all  civilized  nations?" 

WOW!  If  they  could  only  see  us  now,  elbowing  each  other  to  own  a  nice  example 
of  this  ugly  design.  I  wonder,  will  they  think  the  Roosevelt  dime  gorgeous  a  century 
from  now.? 

Joseph  Rose,  LSCC  #1392 

I  have  heard  two  similar  theories  about  why  Seated  coins  often  appear  to  be 
unevenly  worn  or  poorly  struck.  First,  the  depth  of  the  relief  cut  into  the  master  hub 
may  have  varied  from  obverse  to  reverse.  Detail  on  the  shallow  relief  side  would 
then  appear  to  wear  more  quickly.  This  may  explain  why  so  many  coins  are  best 
described  in  split  grades,  such  as  a  very  fine  on  the  obverse  and  fine  on  the  re- 
verse. Second,  the  design  relief  may  have  been  cut  too  deep.  This  would  have  re- 
sulted in  a  weak  impression  as  there  would  not  have  been  enough  metal  to  fill  the 
die  completely.  Presumably,  the  mint  would  have  recognized  and  corrected  these 
problems  but  the  fact  that  they  were  not  fully  corrected  is  evident  from  examination 
of  the  coins  today. 

Scott  G.  Grieb,  LSCC  #740 

An  updated  summary  of  auction  appearances  of  the  scarce  to  extremely  rare 
Carson  City  Liberty  Seated  coinage  has  been  completed  for  the  period  from  1972 
to  1991.  For  club  members  who  may  be  interested,  copies  of  the  new  tables  can 
be  obtained  by  writing  to:  Douglas  E.  Barr,  2632  Nez  Perce  Trail,  Tallahassee,  Flo- 
rida 32303. 

Douglas  E.  Barr,  LSCC  #894 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LiB(RTy  Verted  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADORESS_ 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTORD 


OEALERD 


COLLECTOR/DEALERD 


YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTD 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I   COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDO 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


38SS8S888888S88S8888@8SSS8S8S888SSS8» 

Membership  Fee  -  $15.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
John  Kroon       •       P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change  your 
mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals  returned  to  us 
for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases, 
we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To 
avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  asisst  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  ive  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change 
of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1870-S  Dime 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  invited.  This  is 
your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf  of  the  members. 
Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


